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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SIR FREDERICK LEGGETT has been appointed chairman 
of the Building Apprenticeship and Training Council in succes- 
sion to Sir George Gater, who has resigned. p. 479 


THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL for Architecture will be pre- 
sented to Le Corbusier at the RIBA on Tuesday. An 
article on his Marseilles flats is on p. 480 


GLASS was almost the only building material which had not 
substantially increased in cost since the war, said Mr. Howard V. 
Lobb when he gave a lecture on “* Successes and Failures of 
New Techniques ’’ at the RIBA on March 17, and he wondered 
if some greater use might be made of it. p. 482 


THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUS- 
TRIAL RESEARCH has summarised in its 1951-52 report 
the results of work carried out by the Building Research Station 
on building materials, the thermal and acoustical insulation of 
buildings and on heating systems. p. 501 


SINCE BUILDING RESTRICTIONS had been lifted there 
has been less private enterprise building in the North than in the 
Midlands or South of England, Mr. M. B. Tetlow, principal 
regional officer of the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, has told Sheffield builders. He was criticising the number 
of private houses erected in Sheffield. p. 502 


THE AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF WOODWORKERS 
have decided by a large majority that the building industry’s 
claim for 6d. an hour increase in wages should be submitted to 
arbitration. p. 506 








PRIVATE HOUSE BUILDING 


"THE Government’s policy of encouraging the private 
house-building industry to take a much larger share in 
developing the housing programme is one which deserves 
close study by all housing authorities. Irrespective of 
political considerations, local government in fact cannot 
fail to be deeply concerned with matters of cost, time of 
erection and the increased amount of subsidy falling on 
local rates in respect of aided housing. A further matter which 
must concern the larger municipalities is the virtual impos- 
sibility, while the cost of subsidy mounts, of making any 
all-out attack on the clearance of slums. 
Mr. Macmillan’s concern, as Minister responsible for 
housing, to secure proper equilibrium between subsidised, 
‘free”’ and slum-clearance housing cannot have been 
lessened by the somewhat sluggish response to the increased 
freedom to build houses of 1,000 sq. ft. for personal owner- 
ship, or by the house-building trade in embarking on schemes 
of houses. The President of the National Federation only 
recently has had occasion to remind public and trade that 
licences for houses above the 1,000 sq. ft. automatic limit and 
for schemes in excess of the statutory dozen houses may be 
obtained, and that the Minister has encouraged local authori- 
ties to expedite all reasonable requests in these directions. 


There are, of course, a number of valid reasons why public 


and house-builders are slow in getting off the 
them the cost of building, the cost of land and, i 
cases, unresponsive licensing authorities. There remain, 
however, two other cogent impediments which are more 
deep-seated, being the result of a long period of emphasis 
upon State-aided housing: one, that the greater part of the 
pre-war speculative house-building industry is now engaged 
on contract work; two, that the public requires time to 
recover from years of “‘ conditioning ” to regard housing as just 
another part of the social services. Re-education is urgently 
required to produce once again a race of home-owners and to 
wean more house-builders from the sweet pabulum of local 
authority contract housing (where the only bitter taste comes 
from the delay in settling final accounts) on to the rougher 
but more stimulating fare afforded by speculative building 
with its compensating freedom to get on with the job. 

Whether this change-over can be achieved rapidly, or indeed 
at all, is problematical while the State-aided programme is 
running at its present high level (227,000 council houses are 
now in course of erection compared with a mere 39,000 by 
private enterprise). But a change must come, on economic 
and not political grounds, and those builders will be wise 
who now set up and perfect their organisations to build for 
private owners and who take advantage of Mr. Macmillan’s 
request to local authorities to smile kindly on schemes going 
beyond the dozen houses which developers can statutorily 
undertake. 


THE ARCHITECT AND HIS WORK 


HE RIBA has just issued two new publications of general 
interest : (a) “‘ Before You Build,” a leaflet prepared by the 
Public Relations Committee to explain to the layman who 
knows nothing about the work of the architect how the latter 
can be of service to him; and (6) “‘ The Architect and His 
Work,” a booklet prepared jointly by the Practice Committee 
and the Public Relations Committee, intended for those who 
wish to gain more detailed knowledge of the architect’s 
services and also to indicate the responsibilities of the clients. 
The leaflet is little more than an outline of the architect's 
services, while the booklet, about 3,500 words in length, 
with a foreword by the President, Mr. Howard Robertson, 
ARA, gives fuller information under the headings: The 
Architect, The Sketch Design, Consultants and Quantity 
Surveyor, Working Drawings, Specification and Bill of 
Quantities, Choosing the Builder, The Contract, Work on 
the Site, Paying the Builder, Fees, and Architectural Com- 
petitions. Well written, in clear simple language, it should 
leave the intending client in no doubt about the services he 
is entitled to receive and the nature of his own obligations. 
All it needs to make it a really comprehensive document is a 
statement of professional fees, but such detail was apparently 
outside the present purpose, and is no doubt better given after 
relations between architect and client have been established, 
though the somewhat formidable (as indeed it is) list of 
services which the architect performs may leave some lay 
readers with an uneasy feeling that all this is going to be 
expensive, and had better be avoided. 

While the booklet covers the architect’s contribution to 
building in general, it may well be that there is need for a 
third publication intended for the person who proposes to 
build a house for his own occupation. With the recent 
changes in licensing procedure, there will be many such 
potential clients, and some leaflet which answers the questions 
that inevitably occur could be useful. We hope that con- 
sideration will be given to the matter by the appropriate 
committee of the Institute. 

In one respect the booklet may possibly lead to misunder- 
standing. On page 8, under the heading The Architect, it 1s 
stated that “The Associateship of the Royal Institute 1s 
conferred on candidates who have passed qualifying examuina- 
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tions and who have completed a period of practical experience. 
The Fellowship is reserved for those who have completed 
seven years’ practice on their own account or as heads of 
public or private architectural organisations.” This, of 
course, is literally correct, but to those who are unfamiliar 
with the facts it might well suggest that the Associateship is 
a sort of qualifying step to the Fellowship and of less account, 
whereas, of course, if distinctions are to be drawn, the reverse 
could be argued since not all the Fellows have passed the 
Associate examination. Many Associates, too, have been in 
practice on their own account for much more than seven 
years, and some are heads of public and private architectural 
organisations. The omission, too, of all reference to the 
Licentiates, of whom, according to the current edition of the 
Kalendar, there are 2,661, may be regarded as singular, and 
might well cause embarrassment to many competent men in 
their professional relationships. 

We feel that the sentences which we have quoted should 
be either amplified to give a fairer picture of the Institute 
membership or omitted altogether. It would be a great 
pity if so useful and well-intended a document were to be a 
cause of dissension within the RIBA. The leaflet is appar- 
ently free, the booklet price 6d. Both may be obtained from 
the Secretary of the RIBA, 66, Portland-place, London, W1. 


HOSPITAL BUILDING OPERATIONS 


READERS will notice we have printed elsewhere a digest of 

a regulation issued by the Ministry of Health outlining 
a new procedure for the approval of building projects costing 
between {1,000 and £10,000. Further comment would not 
be necessary in the ordinary way on a regulation of this type 
which is a step — but only a step — in the right direction of 
de-centralising the excessive control wielded at Whitehall and 
in Savile Row ; a step which will be nevertheless welcome to 
Hospital Boards and will do something to lessen the floods of 
needless correspondence which flows between them and the 
Ministry of Health. 
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The new regulation will not lead to a reckless burst of new 
building activity, however necessary this may be, as the 
amounts to be spent are still subject to the approval of the 
Ministry, who have also left the regulation door sufficiently 
wide open to ask for information and approval of schemes on 
which the Minister feels consultation would be desirable. 
A piece of dry bread, but no pudding yet, for the successors 
to the Workhouse Masters. 

It was perhaps sound policy at the inauguration of the Act 
to order a stand-still on building projects whilst this new 
national social service shook down into a steady routine and 
the initial enthusiasm for dentures, wigs and corsets occupied 
the public interest. But six years have passed since “ the 
appointed day,” and we still search our files for news of a 
start on a programme of new hospital building. It is also 
15 years since completion of the last hospitals of any size in 
Britain—the Westminster Hospital and the Hospital for Sick 
Children, Great Ormond-street. It is a pity, therefore, in 
our view, that the Minister, in reviewing the procedure, has 


‘not yet seen fit to delegate more responsibility for capital 


expenditure and new building to the regional boards and the 
boards of governors, who, after all, are much nearer the 
creative centres of medicine and whose knowledge of the 
patient’s requirements in their particular region or sphere of 
influence is more first-hand than similar views at the Ministry 
can ever hope to be. 

For how much longer can the hospital service hope to 
function and progress within the narrow fields of their out- 
moded accommodation ? What hopes are there of a start 
on even a modest programme of reconstruction? May we 
suggest that the next time the Minister is called upon to review 
procedures he will not be content with a soothing micro- 
scopism of administrative switches, but display enterprise, 
boldness and imagination in giving back to hospitals a much 
larger measure of responsibility for new building work, and 
in doing so, help to counteract the incipient feeling of 
frustration which is now beginning to pervade the service on 
account of the lack of accommodation and facility. 








SHOWROOM AT LAMBETH 


Damaged during the war, the showrooms of Carter and Co., Ltd., tile 
manufacturers, at 29, Albert-embankment, SE11, have now been com- 
The aim governing the design was to keep the tile 
samples concealed so that only the samples being shown at the time are on 
view, and for this purpose the tiles are accommodated in sliding panels. 
The “ Tile Theatre”? was left in its original position. The terrazzo floor 
consists of Dove marble aggregate set in tinted cement and divided into 
panels with p.v.c. strips. The architects for the work of renovation were 


pletely renovated. 


Messrs. Bronek Katz and R. Vaughan. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


QUEEN MARY 

UEEN MARY, whose death on Tues- 
Q day is lamented by all, had a par- 
ticular place in the affections of those 
connected with the arts. Painting, sculpture, 
architecture, the theatre, and such crafts 
as needlework all commanded her intense 
and knowledgeable interest, as did objets 
d'art of which she had a remarkable 
personal collection. These interests played 
no small part, in alliance with her sense of 
queenly vocation and duty, in endearing her 
to her subjects, to each of whom her passing 
has come with a sense of personal loss, and 
who will also regret that she will not now 
share in the Coronation festivities of her 
grand-daughter, Queen Elizabeth. Her 
wish that the Coronation arrangements 
should not be interrupted by her death is an 
action typical of a Queen whose first 
thought was for the welfare of the Crown 
and her people. 


HOUSEBUILDING ON. THE AIR 


“ Brick BY Brick,” a series of outside 
broadcasts dealing with the building of a 
house, starts in the Home Service on 
March 31. There will be seven pro- 
grammes, and in them Brian Johnston 
will watch the birth, growing pains and 
christening of a two-bedroomed council 
house to be built in Wraysbury village. 
He will have with him the architect, the 
surveyor, the housing manager and others 
to describe all the work that goes into the 
planning of a home. All the snags and 
delays that go with any constructional 
work will be dealt with in the normal 
manner, no special help being given to 
the house, so that listeners can get a 
true pieture of the process and problems 
of housebuilding. June 23 is the target 
date for completion, and for the last 
broadcast in the series on that day it is 
hoped to arrange a ceremonial opening 
of the new house. 


TV NOTES 


_ Next Tuespay (March 31) all interested 
in the decorative arts will see on television 
Pictures of the historic wooden altar 
executed for Cracow Cathedral by the 
fifteenth century artist, Wit Stwosz. 
In 1447, the City Council of Cracow 
commissioned a young sculptor to create 


an altar out of trunks of limewood, 
centuries old, brought in from the Polish 
forests. His masterpiece, carved in 12 


years, 1s 30 ft. wide and 40 ft. high, show- 
ing ey isodes from the life of Christ. In 
195! 18 panels and the central tableau 
wer restored. 


Friday (April 3), the tenth film 


in (\~ series “ Historic Houses ”’ will be 
tec. sed. "This will show Hoghton Tower 
nea: “lackburn, a perfect example of the 
ear enaissance style. This was built 


in reign of Queen Elizabeth I. It 
esca; without harm in the Civil Wars, 
anc ... restored in 1892. King George V 
din nere at the same table, three cen- 
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turies later, as James I of England, in 
1617, when the fabulous entertainment 
provided left his host nearly bankrupt. 
This was the occasion when, according to 
legend, one dish so pleased King James 
that he drew his sword and knighted it 
saying : “ Rise, Sir Loin de Beef.” 


AA THEATRE GROUP 


THe Section AA THEATRE Group, 
which is composed largely of ex-members 
of the Architectural Association School 
of Architecture, presented their first play 
this week at the New Boltons Theatre, 
South Kensington. Their choice was 
Jean-Paul Sartre’s “‘ The Flies,” which 
deals with the terrifying influence wielded 
by Zeus, the God of Death, who has an 
unpleasant habit of summoning a plague 
of flies to torment his living enemies. 

The fact that the play is a rather 
morbid, uninspiring affair may, one 
suspects, be one reason why it is unpopular 
with many producers. Therefore, the 
courage of the AA Theatre Group, and 
particularly of Julian St. Leger, the 
producer, in choosing to put on what, for 
any amateur company, is a very difficult 
play, should not be underrated. 

All the principal characters were skil- 
fully cast and all gave good accounts of 
themselves. They were John Donat 
(Orestes), Roderick Ham (Zeus), Joanne 
Wood (Electra), Patricia Bullivant (Cly- 
temnestra), Michael Brawne (Aegistheus), 
Joyce Lowrie (First Fury), and Michael 
Cain (the Tutor). 


NEW ARSA 


Mr. J. L. Gieave, ARIBA, of Glasgow, 
has been elected an Associate of the 
Royal Scottish Academy. 


QUANTITIES FOR HOUSING 


Tue Council of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has decided 
to allow its ten regions local autonomy in 
the matter of requiring quantities for 
houses put out to tender not exceeding 
1,500 sq. ft. in area. As the rule at 
present stands, quantities are required 
for all building work going to tender 
estimated to cost over £3,000. 


BATC CHAIRMANSHIP 


THE MINISTER OF Works has appointed 
Sir Frederick Leggett to succeed Sir 
George Gater, who has resigned the chair- 
manship of the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council. The appointment 
will take effect from April 1. Sir George 
Gater has been chairman of the council 
since 1947. 











COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 30 
Sociery oF ENGINEERS.—“ Structural Failure and 
What We Can Learn From It,” by Dr. R. Weck 
AMICE, AMIMechE. Geological Society, Burlington 
House, W. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 31 
RIBA—Presentation of Royal Gold Medal to M. 
Le Corbusier. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 
Butpers’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—Annual dinner- 
Grosvenor House, W1, 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 
ARCHITECTURAL AssocIATION.—Dinner in honour of 
M. Le Corbusier who will be mt and deliver an 
address. 34, Bedford-square, WC1. 7 pm. 
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“I can appreciate your feelings 
about the ‘ Unknown Prisoner’s F 


sculptor—but don’t you think 
you've gone a little too far?”’ 











ARCHITECTS’ ESTATES 


Mr. Cyrit WontNeR SmitH, FRIBA, 
of Beech Hill, Hadley Wood (duty paid 
£7,487) left £38,720. 

Mr. Georce Briain Imriz, FRIBA, of 
Teffont Magna, near Salisbury, left estate 
of £41,753. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Josias C. Beare, ARI RCA, has retired 
from the firm of Beare and A/ARIBA, char- 
tered architects, 42, von-square, Newton Abbott 
Devon. The practice will be continued under the 
mt name and by the commence _ pertnes, Mr. 
rederick W. T. Croydon, ARIBA, has been 
associated with the firm for many years. 
Mr. E. WuirmarsH-Everiss, LRIBA, ARICS 


Bristol, has entered into private i . Ww. 
SirHigss, DipAreh, ARIBA, under the name of 
WHITMARSH-EVEPISS AND SMITHIES, 19, Hanbury-road, 
Clifton, Bristol, 8, where he will be to receive 
trade ca ‘ ‘ 

The telephone number of Mr. ERNo GOLDFINGER 
DPLG, LRIBA, 69-70, Piccadilly, W1, has been changed 
to Hyde Park 5210 and 5657. 

Mr. Frepric C. Newman, AIAS, quantity surveyor, 
of 24, Eccleston-street, Westminster, SW1, announces 
that his new telephone number is Sloane 3301. 

Messrs. ARTHUR J. WILLIS AND THOMPSON, chartered 
quantity surveyors, have removed their Canterbury 
office to 20a, St. George’s-street, Canterbury. 

Messrs. GRIMWADE AND AINSLEY, i 
have moved from 21, Catherine- 


, SWI, to 5, 
Victoria-street, London, SW1 (Tel. : Abbey 5016-7). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF. 1853 
Saturday, March 26, 1853 


A NeLson MEMoRIAL AT PorTSMOUTH. 
—There has just been completed, on 
Southsea-beach, a memorial of Nelson, 
consisting of a superstructure of granite, 
surmounted by an anchor, which be- 
longed to Nelson’s ship, the Victory, 
and has been given by the Board of 
Ordnance. The spot on which it stands 
is that from which Nelson last embarked 
from the shores of England. The cost 
has been defrayed by Lord Frederick 
Fitzclarence, Commander-in-chief at 
Bombay, late lieutenant-governor of Ports- 
mouth. 
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Le Corbusier's “ Unite d’ Habitation”’ 


A FRENCH EXPERIMENT IN VERTICAL HOUSING 


Described and photographed by H. DENNIS JONES 


The award of the RIBA Royal Gold 
Medal to M. Le Corbusier, the presentation 
of which has been announced for March 31, 
has focused attention once more on the 
works of the famous French architect, and 
an particular on his “‘ Unité d’ Habitation ”’ 
at Marseilles, which is described below by 
our contributor. 


ANY stories have already been told 
concerning Le Corbusier’s much- 
discussed and much-criticised ‘“ Unité 
d’Habitation ”’ at Marseilles, and it may 
accordingly be as well to look again at 
the facts. Briefly, it is a 17-storey 
concrete structure which stands on massive 
pillars and contains 350 flats (to house 
about 1,500 people), communal laundry, 
shops, clinic, nursery, garages, library, 
post office, bar and, on the roof, swimming 
pool, caféteria,. children’s playground, 
tennis court and running-track. A school 
will be built on the 11-acre site on which 
Unité stands. 

Structurally, the building is of consider- 
able interest. The layout of the flats, 
too, makes ingenious and brilliant use of 
the somewhat limited space. But it is 
primarily as a sociological experiment 
that Unité must be considered and to 
do this the facts concerning it should be 
clearly understood. 

It is not, as some published accounts 
seem to imply, a monster brought to birth 
in Marseilles more by accident than design. 
It is part of an ordered plan for modernis- 
ing France’s second city and rehousing 
her overcrowded population. ‘The town’s 
chief planning problem is the provision of 
large numbers of new dwellings within 
easy reach of the city centre, the port 
(directly north of the city centre), and the 
two main industrial areas. The siting of 
workplaces, as well as difficulties of 
transport, water supply and so on, rule 
out expansion into the mountains which 
hem the city in completely. But it so 
happens that some three miles south of 
the town centre, in an area served by one 


of Marseilles’ very few fast, straight and 
well-surfaced main roads, is a compara- 
tively sparsely inhabited plateau— 
occupied largely, in fact, by farms and 
villas with large gardens. The Ministry 
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CONFLICTING REPORTS 


Strange and conflicting stories have been 
circulated about the reactions of the 
Marseillais people to the idea that they 
should live in the Unité. Some say it 
has been an unqualified success. On the 
other hand, it has been reported by 
lecturers at the Sorbonne as well as foreign 
correspondents of the BBC that, so 
complete was the refusal to live in the 
place, that a plan was evolved to turn the 





A general view. 


of Reconstruction which, under the 
French system, is responsible for all town 
planning, decided therefore that compact 
vertical expansion (to preserve the open 
spaces) was called for in this neighbour- 
hood. A site alongside the main road, 
the Boulevard Michelet, was accordingly 
acquired and Le Corbusier, as a deliberate 
experiment, was given a completely free 
hand to design a “.cité-jardin verticale.” 


building into a hotel and when that fell 
through it was offered to the local fire 
brigade and then to civil servants stationed 
temporarily in Marseilles, and so on. 
However, I was personally informed by 
M. Hardy, the Ministry of Reconstruc- 
tion’s Regional Inspector of Town 
Planning and Housing, that at that time 
he had made no attempt whatever to 
choose tenants. 





r ~ 


Left : Thanks to the excellent proportioning of Unité, it is difficult to realise how big it really is unless it is compared with some object like the 
workman in the foreground. The rough shuttering also helps to prevent any impression of over-sleek hugeness. Right : A general view of the 


roof, looking south and showing vents, gymnasium and water-tower. 
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In conversations with a large number 
of ordinary Marseilles folk J] met one, 
and only one, criticism of “ le Corbusier,” 
as the building is colloquially termed. 
The flats were “ too small and too dear.” 
But that is the formula applied to every 
new block of flats in France, for the 
French have long been accustomed to 
unbelievably low rents and cannot adjust 
themselves to post-war economics. It is 
true, however, that the Unité flats, 
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minute by French standards. As is only 
to be expected, the theory of the “ vertical 
garden city,” and all the jargon associated 
with it, leave the ordinary Marseillais— 
the man who will live in the flats—com- 
pletely cold. 

Several people, however, expressed 
admiration for the built-in furniture, the 
refrigerators, the Garchey refuse-disposal 
system, the labour-saving kitchen, and so 
on. This is only natural, since such 





because of much higher capital costs, will 
be even more expensive and in some 
respects smaller than ‘“‘ normal’’ flats— 
the bedroom ceiling height, for instance, 
is only 7 ft. 3in., and the kitchenette 
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votwer-eubicle beside the entrance to one of 
ine “ats. It is features of this sort which have 
mace @ streng impression on the local people. 





things are completely unknown to the 
ordinary Frenchman and his wife. In 
Marseilles, where only 10 per cent. of the 
houses have baths and less than 40 per 
cent. can boast water, gas or electricity, 
and main drainage, they constitute a 
social revolution in themselves. 


PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS 


As for my own impressions, they were : 
first, after a full morning spent wander- 
ing about the site and the building, a 
feeling that I had been visiting a village 
which somehow is not just part of 
Marseilles ; second, I was surprised not 
to be oppressed by the repetitive character 
of the flats, as I am in most blocks; 
third, despite a vast amount that was 
striking I saw practically nothing attractive 
enough to merit a second look. Only 
the external staircase leading up to the 
shops really took my eye. The proportions, 
it is true, are so cunningly devised that 
the structure always looks much smaller 
and lighter than it really is ; but that does 
not make it attractive, unfortunately. 
Finally, I felt that much of the building, 
said to be the outcome of 25 years of 
sociological research, was in many costly 
details more suited to abstract theory 
than to the hard facts of its Marseilles 
context. 

All the roof features, for instance— 
gym, running-track, swimming pool, cafe- 
teria and so on—could surely have been 
built better and more cheaply (certainly 
more attractively) elsewhere on the site. 
Why a running-track, anyway, when the 
local youth is mad on “le cyclisme” 
and their fathers on “le jeu de boule,” a 
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Left : This view of the east elevation gives some 
idea of Unité’s vast size. Each window stretches 
over two floors. The brise-soleil covers the part 
given over to shops. Above : The outside stair- 
case leading up te the ‘‘ market’? section. 


rather hectic version of our peaceable 
bowls ? In any case, the roof, as I found 
to my cost, is fully exposed not only to 
the heat of the Marseilles sun, but also 
to the chilling and even more exhausting 
mistral, while the well-wooded surround 
of Unité is rich in both shelter and 
shade. And why the pilotis? To let 
traffic through ? But a road driven under 
the building would lead precisely nowhere. 
The ground floor is sifinply wasted. 
Surely, too, a population accustomed to 
sitting in bars for hours at a time and 
watching all the world and his wife drift 
by is unlikely to be content with only 
one bar situated some 90 ft. above street 
level ? 

However, overshadowing all these 
criticisms is the fact that Le Corbusier 
and the French Ministry of Reconstruc- 
tion have undertaken a most important 
experiment in “ vertical’’ expansion and 
community living. How it will work out 
no one can tell—as yet. But it deserves 
to be watched with care and reported with 


accuracy. 


ARCHITECTURE CLUB SUPPER 


A supper of the Architecture Club was 
held at Chez Auguste, Soho, on March 18, 
followed by a debate on the proposition 
“That Committees are Incapable of 
Taste.”” Viscount Esher presided. The 
debate was by Mr. A. S. G. 
Butler, FRIBA, and Mr. Robert Matthew, 
CBE, ARIBA, and was continued by 
Mr. Darcy Braddell, Sir Hugh Casson, 
Mr. David Eccles, MP, Mr. W. G. Fiske, 
Mr. Gilbert Ledward, Sir George Pepler 
and Mr. Henry Strauss, MP. 
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An unusual type of roof construction employed in the Fairway Restaurant at the South Bank 
Exhibition. Ove Arup and Partners were the engineering consultants and The Architects 
Co-operative Partnership the architects. 


Successes and Failures of New Techniques 
MR. HOWARD V. LOBB’S ADDRESS AT THE RIBA ; 


HE value, and the limitations, of the 
Festival of Britain South Bank Exhibi- 

tion as a testing ground for new techniques 
in building were emphasised by Mnr. 
Howarp V. Loss, CBE, FRIBA, in a 





PREFABRICATION IN AMERICA 


A concrete wall panel being hoisted into position at the 
Five-Fifty building, Miami, Florida, and (right) details 
Mr. Lobb suggests that the 
use of such large concrete panels may have advantages 
over using concrete panels “‘as horizontal planks.” 
Robert Law Weed and Associates, architects. 


of the panel construction. 


Science Lecture on “Successes and Failures 
of New Techniques’ given at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 66, Port- 
land-place, W1, on March 17, with Mr. 
C.H. Aslin, CBE, FRIBA, vice-president, 
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in the chair. We take the fol|: wing 
extracts from Mr. Lobb’s remarks, which 
were illustrated by an interesting series of 
lantern slides, many of which were in colour. 
Mr. Lobb said : 


A short while ago I was present at the 
end-of-term activities of a school of 
architecture and the Head said in his 
review that one of the highlights of the 
year had been the bonfire which the 
students had made of the copies of some 
of the more traditional books on building 
design and construction. This remark 
was greeted with laughter in which | 
joined, but the full significance of it has 
only come back to me in these last few 
weeks when I have been considering the 
subjects which I should mention to-night. 
How often during one’s travels does one 
come across a building which, after being 
photographed while the paint was still 
wet, certainly caught one’s fancy ? Coming 
back to the building after an interval 
of many years one finds crazed and 
cracked rendered surfaces, streaks down 
the wall due to inadequate overhangs and 
a whole lot of minor difficulties of one 
kind and the other which makes one feel 
that a very great disservice has been done 
to the modern movement in architecture 
by carelessness in detailing. 


So much of the forms of modern design 
are precise and machine-made and it is, 
to my mind, absolutely essential that this 
precision should be retained for the life 
of the building and not suffer from streaks 
and smudges, which is all too often the 
case 


I think it would be generally agreed 
that the basic form of modern design 
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One of four floor panels in bright colour laid in thermo-plastic tiles in a school at Ramsgate 


for the Kent County Council. 


The panels have a nautical motif. S. H. Loweth, FRIBA, 


County Architect. 


comes from middle Europe and America, 
and I think there are several reasons why 
details which are eminently satisfactory 
in these countries will just not work over 
here. The pollution of our atmosphere, 
coupled with the relatively high humidity 
and rainfall, makes necessary a much 
greater degree of ;protection than is re- 
quired in these countries. 


THE SOUTH BANK 


It has frequently been said that the 
exhibition is the nursery of experiment and 
the Festival of Britain South Bank 
Exhibition buildings were no exception. 
I should like to comment on the forms of 
construction and the difficulties which 
arose during the period of the Exhibition. 
[ would, however, clearly impress upon 
you that the architects concerned were 
briefed with the clear understanding that 
the buildings had only a short lease of 
life and were often severely restricted 





EXPOSED AGGREGATE FINISHES 


-up of slabs for the solid ends of the Dartford Technical 
ce for Kent County Council. S. H. Loweth, FRIBA, County 
rontect. Right: Flats at Bloomsbury for Holborn Borough 
; il showing exposed brick aggregates in the wail slabs. 
Hening and Chitty, architects. 


in their budget. The courage with which 
many of the projects were conceived 
should not be forgotten and my reason 
for considering any failings to-night is 
that so often one sees, both in students’ 
work and in buildings completed since the 
Festival, the complete and utter acceptance 
of a detail or section of the design taken 
out of its context and overlooking the 
original terms of reference. 


















The development 
of light and prefab- 
ricated steel sections 
for schools and 
other similar types 
of building has been 
pioneered most 
successfully by Mr. 
Aslin, and this has 
been taken a stage 
further by the De- 
velopment Group of 
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the Architects and Building Branch of the 
Ministry of Education in the erection of 
the school at Wokingham for the Berkshire 
County Council. 

After showing a number of slides, Mr. 
Lobb continued: I have referred to the 
type of precast concrete slab used at 
Wokingham, and I should now like to 
look back to the prototype which has now 
been in use for some four to five years. I 
am tempted to the view that the principle 
of utilising slabs as horizontal planks 
involving a considerable number of both 
horizontal and vertical-joints is not the 
answer. This particularly applies in in- 
dustrial areas. It may be that the un- 
doubted merit of this form of construc- 
tion lies in making our slabs to coincide 
with storey heights where joints can be 
recessed and maybe form into an overall 
pattern, and where the problem of weather- 
proofing can be more easily dealt with in 
view of the floor or roof positions. 


EXPOSED AGGREGATES 


Most of this slab construction has 
exposed aggregate finishes which limit 
the possibility of crazing and cracking, 
or, at any rate, prevent these defects 
being seen except by most minute inspec- 
tion. This form of surface treatment has 
been used on a number of buildings, and 
I would now like to show a series of slides 
indicating this. The blocks of flats at 
Holborn and St. Pancras by Hening and 
Chitty, using precast concrete panels 
with a brick aggregate, have weathered 
well and, to my mind, their appearance 
compares favourably with other methods. 

Utilising the colour of natural stones 
has been developed to some extent, and 
can give a pleasing texture and colour by 
using suitable gravel with a retarded finish. 
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Sand-lime and other similar unfired 
bricks are being used in increasing quanti- 
ties, accelerated by the utilitarian standards 
of finish which are forced on us by the 
economic position. In almost every job 
where I have examined these bricks 
en masse shrinkage drying has occurred, 
causing unsightly cracks which are diffi- 
cult to deal with subsequently. In my 
own experience this can only be controlled 
by most rigorous attempts to keep the 
bricks dry, both before incorporation in 
the work and after, and by providing 
vertical expansion joints in long lengths 
of walling. 


In America they make provision for 
expansion joints in almost every building, 
partly because of the wide range of tem- 
peratures. I have been most interested 
to note, not only the detail which has been 
adopted in the Hatfield Technical College, 
where an expanded rubber strip has been 
used between lengths of walling and the 
structural frame, but also the bond that 
has been used, which recognises the fact 
that the wall is purely an infilling. Mortar 
mixes for this type of brickwork are of 
very great importance, and I wonder how 
long it will be before the contractor and 
the operative both realise that very con- 
siderable harm can be done by using too 
much cement. The quality of cement in 
this country has improved very con- 
siderably in the last 10 to 15 years, but 
the specifications for the mixes in both 
mortar and concrete work are still pretty 
well the same. 


Whilst touching on cement, I would 
like to see a much greater understanding 

















A picture (left) taken at the South Bank Exhibition to illustrate the te 
The prestressed concrete footbridge has now been 
the Administration Building at the South Bank Exhibition, showing 


wearing well. 
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by the architect of the tests on concrete 
work. Scientists and our engineer friends 
go to great pains to develop systems of 
construction giving us the small thin 
members which we require, but in far too 
few cases do the clerk of works and 
contractors understand the essential need 
for the most accurate grading of the 
aggregate and such tests as bulking of 
sand and keeping a close control on the 
slump of the mix 


USE OF GLASS 


I should now like to refer to the use of 
glass. Considerable technical develop- 
ment has taken place in the last few years 
and to-day mass production methods make 
it available in a diversity of forms to suit 
pretty well every requirement. One 
particular reason for referring to glass 
this evening is that it is almost the only 
building material which has not sub- 
stantially increased in cost simce the war, 
and I wonder, therefore, if some greater 
use might not be made of it. 

Taking the Ministry of Education 
Building Bulletin as the basis of assessing 
cost, you will see that the combined price 
of glass and metal window and door is 
considerably less than the price of the 
adjoining structural wall, and although I 
am not suggesting that we should live in 
glass-sided boxes, if properly dealt with 
there is undoubtedly a great beauty in 
glass as a building material. Perhaps 
we have something to learn from the 
Lever building in America where the 
whole front has been lined in glass and 
where provision has been made for an 
electrically operated cradle which can 


removed ; in ou — is the Royal Festival Hall. Pe 

» A tron extensive use of glass, terial which, says Mr. Lobb, has great beauty as @ 

building material if properly used. In the building shown it was found, however, that the prarties cardenthe adies right ann to the ground 
led to several accidents from people trying to walk through it, a point which should be borne in mind when glass is employed in this manner. 
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travel up and down the mullions of the 
building, enabling the cleaning of the 
windows, the glass panels and the mullions 
easily and regularly. 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


Far too little has been heard in this 
country of the economics of double glazing. 
The Carda window has been used in one 
or two projects and a double glass unit 
is now in production. I believe that in a 
recent school building the heat loss figures 
showed that the use of double windows 
enabled the initial cost of the heating 
plant to be reduced almost equal to the 
increased cost of the double glazing, 
and taking into account one year’s saving 
of fuel this would certainly be the case. 
I feel there is scope here for a detailed 
study in which the architect, scientist, 
heating engineer, and window and glass 
manufacturers should all play their part, 
as anything we can do to save fuel is 
obviously worth while. 

The use of glass in the Royal Festival 
Hall on the South Bank is well known 
to most of you, but thick polished plate 
glass in the windows of the upper foyers 
adjoining Hungerford Bridge reduces the 
airborne sound to such an extent that it 
is most interesting to see the trains 
whistling past a few feet from the window 
and yet to hear nothing. 

I mentioned earlier one scheme in 
America for washing down buildings and I 
wonder why we as a profession do not 
try to do more about the terrible problem 
of the pollution of the atmosphere by 
smoke which brings in its train so much 

(Continued on page 498) 





xtured pavement in the foreground, which is still in use and is reported to b« 


Right: Interior 0/ 








March 27 





1953 


f the 
F the 
llions 


this 
zing. 
1 one 
unit 
ina 
yures 
dows 
ating 
» the 
zing, 
ving 
case, 
ailed 
itist, 
glass 
Dart, 


tival 
Own 
late 
yers 

the 
at it 
ains 
dow 


in 
id I 
not 
lem 
by 
uch 





March 27 THE BUILDER 485 


w 
oe 
mrt 


Sarr 


‘ir’ 
a 


ame Ie 





View looking north-east, showing classroom block, also gymnasium and assembly hall. 


THE CARDINAL GRIFFIN SCHOOL, LANSBURY, POPLAR 
DAVID pear FRIBA 


Assistant Architect : Reinforced Concrete Consultants : 


ANTHONY COOPER, ARIBA CONSIDERE CONSTRUCTIONS, LTD. 
Quantity Survevors : Electrical Consultant = 
DAVIS, BELFIELD AND EVERESI CHIEF ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, LCC 


Contractors 


C. MISKIN AND SONS, LTD 


Main entrance and 
** flying” corridor. 
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Dining-room and biology pool : Teachers’ room and music room on first-floor. 
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HE Cardinal Griffin School for 
the Archdiocese of West- 
minster and the LCC is a 
secondary modern school for 450 
boys and girls. It forms a part of 
the new Lansbury neighbourhood 
and the buildings are placed on 
the northern half of the three-acre 
site. The playground and _ school 
gardens lie to the south and form 
an open space for the surrounding 
buildings, which include the new 
Catholic Church. 


Economy in circulation area and 
a high sky factor have been achieved 
by planning all the internal corridors 
on the first floor with staircase 
access to the ground-floor rooms. 
Ground-floor circulation is all 
external. In this way the cost was 
kept to £254 a place, in spite of 
being planned with the accommoda- 
tion and other requirements in force 
before the cuts of November, 1949. 


The lighting of the first-floor 
classrooms is augmented by con- 
tinuous concrete roof lights instead 
of the usual clerestory type, and 
adjustable roof ventilators give cross 
ventilation. The assembly hall 1s 
on the first floor, so as to be readily 
accessible from all parts. 

The staff room and music room 
have a balcony overhanging the 
biology pool, which runs round two 
sides of the long dining-hall under 
its continuous windows. 


Of the practical rooms, the wood- 
work and metalwork rooms are 
planned in wings to the north of the 
school to give easy access from the 
road for materials and also to keep 
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General view looking north-east over playground, 
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Stage tower with dining-room block beyond. 


the noise away from the classrooms. The housecraft 
room is arranged in bays. Each bay accommodates 
four girls and is fitted with two cookers and a sink. 


A reinforced concrete frame forms the main struc- 
ture. Brickwork is used for infilling and is in some 
cases load bearing. Flexibility for future require- 
ments has been achieved by keeping the internal 
space on both floors of the classroom wing, which 
measures 210 ft. by 33 ft., free from all structural 
supports. The first floor consists of in-situ concrete 
beams at 2 ft. 6 in. centres with a flat uninterrupted 
ceiling on patent lathing attached to the underside 
of the beams. The 15 degrees pitched roof is of 
precast slabs on the in-situ frame with a vermiculite 
insulation under the roofing felt. "The assembly hall 


is roofed with steel trusses and the dining hall-block 
has a flat roof constructed like the first floor. 
Although it was not finished until a year later, 
owing to delays in site clearance, the school was 
occupied 18 months after the contract was placed and, 
as regards speed, economy, finish, versatility in 
planning and steel tonnage, it has, in the architect’s 
opinion, demonstrated the superiority of in-situ 
building over prefabricated methods so far available, 
The brickwork generally is in London Stocks, to 
conform with the ‘“‘ Lansbury”’ scheme, or in buff 
flint bricks, which are of similar colour but smoother 
texture. The use of some red brickwork introduces 
a warm cheerful appearance to the elevations. Con- 
crete work is finished in white stone paint with dark 
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Centre : Housecraft room. 


Mosaic by Philip R. Suffolk. 


Top : Gymnasium. 
Foyer to assembly hall : 








coloured panels, except for the precast circular 
columns to the entrance colonnade and stage tower, 
which have a dark green terrazzo-type finish formed 
integrally with the columns, and the dining-hall 
columns which are left in natural concrete. 

The roof is of green mineralised felt. Windows are 
metal throughout. On the stock brick wall beside the 
main entrance is a statue in Portland stone of “‘ Our 
Lady, Star of the Sea,”’ by Mr. Peter Watts, who also 
carved the coat of arms by the entrance gates and the 
foundation stone. 

The playground is of dark red bituminous macadam, 
as the usual grey finish tends to be very depressing 
in large areas. Internally, walls are plastered and 
painted, with cement glaze in lavatories and terrazzo 
in shower rooms. A feature of considerable interest 
is a mosaic by Mr. Philip R. Suffolk representing the 
Holy Family. This is adjacent to the first-floor foyer 
at the end of the tapering corridor over the main 
entrance. 

The assembly hall has a double proscenium of 
hardwood boarding slightly sprung for sound reflec- 
tion. The back wall is of acoustic tiles and the sides 
have plywood panelling with lime plaster over. The 
stage front can be arranged as steps or as an apron. 

Ceilings are plastered except in the gymnasium and 
dining-hall, where asbestos spray is used in its natural 
colour for the purpose of sound deadening. Linoleum 
tile flooring in the dining-hall (also used in the music 
room) has proved very successful in softening the 
clatter of knives and forks. Mr. John Parr was 
engaged as acoustics consultant. 

Floors are wood block in the classrooms, handicraft 
rooms, staff rooms and assembly hall, with wood strip 
on the stage and in the gymnasium. Other floors used 
are quarry tiles, asphalt tiles, cork/wood composition 
tiles, p.v.c. plastic and bitumastic, with cork tiles in 

the library. 

Heating is by low-pressure hot water with radiators 
generally, and ceiling ray-rads in the assembly hall 
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Assembly hall. 


i ams Ei stati latest: 


and gymnasium. ‘The boilers are hand fired according 
to normal LCC practice. No artificial ventilation 
has been employed except for the kitchen equipment. 
Following is a list of nominated sub-contractors and 
suppliers :— 

Bricks, Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., Uxbridge Flint 
Brick Co., Ltd., London and Sussex Merchants, Ltd., 
Woodside Semi-Engineering Brick Co. : felt roofing, Kent 
Asphalte Co.; flush doors, Drytone Joinery, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd. ; electricity, 
Troughton and Young, Ltd.; heating, hot water and 
ventilation, Troughton and Young (Heating), Ltd. ; 
gas installation, North Thames Gas Board; cloakroom 
fittings, Clark Hunt and Co., Ltd.; precast columns, 
copings and treads, Girling’s Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd. ; 
flooring (cork), John Aubanel and Partners, (Colourphalt 
and Trinascolin), Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., (quarry tile paving), W. B. Simpson and Sons, Ltd., 
(hardwood), Horsley, Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd., 


CARDINAL GRIFFIN 
SCHOOL, LANSBURY, 
POPLAR 


Dining-room. 
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(Altro), Furnishing Services, Ltd., (terrazzo), Standard 
Pavements Co., Ltd., (accotile), Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. 

Fibrous plaster, C. E. Pinn and Co. ; slate cills, Bow, 
Slate and Enamel Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery, Adrian Stokes, 
Ltd. ; steel roof trusses, Boulton and Paul, Ltd.; metal 
windows and doors, Williams and Williams, Ltd.; roof 
lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.; w.c. cubicles, Builders Supply 
Co. (Hayes), Ltd. ; classroom ventilators, Colt Ventilation, 
Ltd. ; Colterro lathing, W. H. Colt (London), Ltd. ; metal 
lathing, Expanded Metal Co., Ltd. ; dome lights, T. and W. 
Ide, Ltd. ; horticultural work, Ralph Hancock and Son, 
Clark and Co.; asphalt paving and roads, Limmer and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; W.I. balustrades and 
railings, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. ; cycle shed and racks, Stelcon 
Industrial Floors, Ltd. ; Tyloglaze, Quickset Water Sealers, 
Ltd.; asbestos spray, Turners Asbestos Cement Co., 
Ltd. ; paints, R. Gay and Co., Stic B Sales, Ltd. ; roller 
shutters, Haskins (Rolling Shutters), Ltd.; proscenium 
frame, Light Steelwork (1925), Ltd.; housecraft fittings, 
Contemporary Woodwork, Ltd. 
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HARABY HOUSE, 12-13, CONDUIT STREET, WI 


HE structure of this building is of reinforced concrete 
framed construction with hollow-tiled floors, rein- 
forced concrete columns, beams and foundations. 


aes Architect . Owing to the nature of the site, a soil investigation was 
FOH \ N, ( OLEMA v, LRIB. 1, d 1]. 14 carried out Two 6 in diameter bore holes were made in 


order to ascertain the nature of the soil and its bearing 
Consulting Engineer : capacity at various strata 


Generally speaking, the soil 
7. BAK, BSc, M1IStructE 


consists of a layer of made-up ground varying in thickness 
from 2 ft. to approximately 4 ft. Beneath this is a layer 


Quantity Surveyors : of yellow-brown silty clay with veins of sand and gravel ; 
VEALE AND SANDERS the thickness of that is approximately 3 ft. Underlying 
this is a layer of clay starting with silty particles and finishing 

Builders : up as a fairly stiff typical London clay. 


MANSFIELD AND NEIL, LTD Laboratory tests indicated that the average sheer strength 


of the clay tested corresponded to an ultimate bearing 
capacity of 5.4 tons per sq. ft. and it was, therefore, decided 
to adopt a working pressure of 1.8 tons per sq. ft. and to 
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bear generally on the unweathered 
London clay. This necessitated a 
minimum depth of excavation for 
foundations of approximately 8 ft., thus 
bearing directly on the London clay. 
The contractor was specifically in- 
structed not to expose the excavation 
too long and to seal off the bottom as 
soon as possible with a mass concrete 
carpet sO as not to cause further 
deterioration. Owing to the limitations 
of the site, there being two existing 
buildings, one on either side, iit was 
necessary to adopt combined cantilever 
footings of various types so as to throw 
the load towards the centre of the site 
as far as possible. In the course of the 
construction of the footing, it was also 
found to underpin the 
adjoining party walls. In front of the 
building and under the pavement and 
the roadway, there were five vaults 
which had been extensively damaged 
were serious and 
It was decided to fill in 


necessary 


and _ there cracks 
settlement. 
three of these vaults with mass concrete 
and to retain two for the client’s use 
The which 
lined with an 8in 
concrete vaulting concreted in 
sections and filled right up to the under- 
side of the damaged masonry vaults 


two were retained 


thick reinforced 


were 


short 


Owing to great difficulties in obtain- 
ing mild steel reinforcement, economies 
were made wherever possible by the 
use of Isteg steel, working to higher 
stresses in beams and hollow-tile floors 
as well as in foundations 


elevation is 
buff 


Externally, the front 
built in Keymek hand-made 
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facing bricks and the rear elevation is 
in Ludlay stocks. 


The heating and ventilation installa- 
tion centres round an oil-fired sectional 
boiler, feeding a system of pressed steel] 
air-heater battery. 


radiators and an 


The heating medium is accelerated 
low pressure hot water, feeding ring 
mains on each floor 


The shopfront was designed by 


Mr. Frank Wren, a member of the firm 
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occupying the building (British Cello- 


phane, Ltd.). Following is a list of the 


sub-contractors : 


Keighley Lifts, Ltd.; 
terrazzo to stairs and landings, Arcanum 
Terrazzo and Stone Co., Ltd.; heating and 
ventilation installation, Air Vent Heater Co., 
L.td., Portland stone, Emerson and Norris, Ltd; 


Passenger lifts, 


bricks, Cuckmere Brick Co.; ironmongery, 
G. S. Algood, Ltd fire escape, F. A. Norris 
and Co.; paint for internal decorations, 
Thomas Smith and Son; pavement lights, 
. A. King; sprinkler system, Mather and 
Platt; sanitary fittings, Rowe Bros.; installa- 


tion of shopfront, E. Pollard and Co., Ltd. 


HARABY HOUSE, 
12-13, CONDUIT 
STREET, Vii 


View showing entrance and 


shop window treatment 
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Entrance to administration suite and hall. 


Cummings Park Primary School, 
Aberdeen 


A Precast Monolithic Construction 


Architects : 


J. A. O. ALLAN, ROSS AND ALLAN, FRIBA 


Consultants for Constructional Process : 
WALTER C. ANDREWS, OBE, MICE, MIStructE, AND 
EDGAR HOENIG, LRIBA 


Builders : 
W. 7. ANDERSON, LTD 


HIS school is situated on the north-western outskirts of Aberdeen in the 
centre of Northfield Cummings Park Housing Estate, where very con- 
siderable building development has been carried out by Aberdeen Town 
Council during the last few years. Adjacent ground has been earmarked 
for the erection, in due course, of other schools. 

The site is approximately seven acres in extent and lies nearly 400 ft. 
above sea level, overlooking the valley of the River Don to the north. The 
ground slopes steeply from south to north, which added to the planning 
problems. These, however, have been successfully overcome by running 
the two main classroom wings along the contour lines, and adjusting the 
floor levels of the different sections of the building to suit variations in 
ground level. 


The school is designed to accommodate 650 pupils and comprises 16 
classrooms, general-purpose room, needlework room, arts and crafts room 
and the usual administrative offices, cloak rooms and lavatories. A lerge 
assembly hall, fitted with a stage, and having a floor areaof over 4 000 sq. ft 
is connected to a modern kitchen, thus serving as a dining-room in addition 
to a school hall. 


_ The school, together with the janitor’s house, is the first precast mono- 
lithic construction building to be erected in Scotland. With the exception 
of the administrative offices, the buildings are all single storey and are 






constructed with reinforced concrete 
portal frames at 10 ft. centres, infilled 
and roofed with precast monolithic 
construction units. The standard span 
of portal frames in classrooms is 23 ft., 
but in the general-purpose room and 
kitchen the span is 26 ft. and in the as- 
sembly hall 40 ft. 6in. All roofs are of the 
pitched type with the exception of those 
over the administrative offices, kitchen 
annexes, lavatories and main corridors, 
which are flat. 


All parts of the school are constructed 
in this process (which is generally applic- 
able to multi-storey buildings up to 
eight storeys and forms a monolithic 
box construction claimed to save about 60 
per cent. in weight, and accordingly in 
concrete, in comparison with a 6-in. wall 
and 6-in. floor box construction, and 
eliminating the use of shuttering). 


The walls consist of precast concrete 
units which are bound together by 3 in. 
by 3in. columns cast in situ at 18 in. 
centres to form with the horizontal units 
of the walls a continuous framed structure 
and outer skin. The permanent shutter- 
ing for these columns is formed by the 
angular-shaped vertical edges of the wall 
units. 


The horizontal units of the wall such as 
sole units, window cills, wall beams, head 
plates, are provided with rebates and stools 
which locate, house and key the vertical 
units of the wall, thus securing the 
rigidity of the permanent shuttering 
before the in situ concrete is poured. 


The pitched roofs are constructed with 
inverted ‘‘ U”’ trough-shaped units span- 
ning between the portal frames, the units 
being so designed that when they are 
placed in position and the concrete of the 
sloping portions of the portal frames is 
placed, an in situ ‘‘'T”’ beam is cast which 
forms a rigid monolithic joint between the 
frame and the roof units. 


The flat roofs are also constructed with 
the same precast units, which, in the case 
of the main corridors, span from wall to 
wall. All rainwater gutters are formed 
with precast concrete units which sit on 
the wall head and aie held in place 
by the roof units. The roof units and 
gutters are covered with three-ply com- 
posite bituminous felt having a special 
green mineral finish. 


Except for the beams of portal frames, 
the in situ work generally requires no 
timber or steel for formwork, the respec- 
tive shapes being formed by the precast 
concrete. ‘The in situ work to the walls 
is designed to tie the wall units to the 
foundations and floors, and to bond the 
wall units one to another. It gives 
additional concrete which, added to that 
of the precast work, provides adequate 
surface area to keep compression stresses 
caused by the vertical loads within design 
requirements. Due allowance is made 
for slenderness ratio. 


The in situ concrete in the inverted 
“U” trough section at the ends of the 
floor units ensures both a monolithic 
connection with the walls and beams and 
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the bonding of one slab with 
another. 

In general the ground floor 
consists of a 6in. thick concrete 
sub-floor covered with 10 lb. bitu- 
minous sheeting, on which is laid a 
24 in. thick concrete screed finished 
with a lin. thickness of plastic 
bitumen flooring. The concrete sub- 
floor is formed at outer edge and 
acts as a foundation for all external 
walls and partitions. Separate 
foundations are provided for the 
reinforced concrete portal frames. 
Suspended floors consisting of 
hollow precast concrete units are 
laid in all the principal corridors, 
the space below being used as a 
service duct. 

Similar floors are laid in two 
classrooms at the west end of the 
west wing, where, owing to the 
configuration of the ground, there 
is a considerable amount of under- 
building. 

The interior surfaces of the walls, 
up to dado height, are finished with 
14in. thick precast concrete slabs 
having a_ special smooth finish. 
Above this level they are lined with 
wood-wool slabs finished in plaster. 
All exterior surfaces are roughcast. 

The ceilings, which in the class- 
rooms are finished just below the 
level of the under sides of the portal 
frames so as to give an unbroken 
surface, consist of j4in._ thick 
panelled ** Insulite ”’ sheeting 
carried on metal “‘ T's’”’ suspended 
from copper straps passed through 
the joints between the roof units. 

The total cost of the scheme 
including the erection of the janitor’s 
house and the laying out of play- 
grounds, but exclusive of furnish- 
ings was about £100,000. 

The patentees of the precast 
monolithic process of construction 


were Mr. Walter C. Andrews, OBE, 
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Assembly hall. 


Tio 


West classroom wing. Below: Plan of the school. 
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A typical classroom. 


MICE, MIStructE, and Mr. Edgar 
Hoenig, LRIBA, MInstRA. 

The contractors were Messrs. 
W. J. Anderson, Ltd., of Aberdeen, 
who also made the precast concrete 
units. Following is a list of the 
sub-contractors :— 


Superstructure reinforced concrete work, 
W. J. Anderson, Ltd., Aberdeen; excavator, 
mason, brick, concrete and drainage works 
James Leith, Junr., Aberdeen; _ structural 
steelwork, George Bisset and Son, Ltd., 
Aberdeen ; carpentry and joinery, John Bisset 
and Sons, Ltd., Aberdeen; steel windows 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; 
asphalt work, Ruberoid Co., Ltd., Glasgow 
plaster, cement and tile works, Stewart 
Estates (Aberdeen), Ltd.; plumbing, John I 
Anderson, Ltd., Aberdeen; heating, G. 
Haden and Sons, Ltd., Aberdeen; electrical 
work, William T. Gibb, Aberdeen; glazing 
Hugh Dow, Ltd., Aberdeen; painting, James 
Chapman, Aberdeen; cold asphalt surfacing 
Wilham ‘Tawse, Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Layout works, Public Parks Department, 
Aberdeen ; composition flooring, Macnab and 
Co. (Flooring), Ltd., London; cloakroom 
fittings and door ironmongery and furnituré 
Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd., Birming 
ham; lantern lights, Mellowes and Co., Ltd., 
Sheffield ; wall rails and balustrading, C. A. R. 
Brown, Aberdeen; locker desks and chairs, 
James D. Bennet, Ltd., and The Educationa! 
Supply Association, Ltd., both of Glasgow 


CUMMINGS PARK PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, ABERDEEN 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


MOBILE CRANES FOR HOUSE 
BUILDING 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Until we have from the Building 
Research Station the full details 
of the experiment into the use of a rail- 
mounted tower crane on a housing scheme 
of 32 houses carried out by the Norwich 
City Direct Labour Organisation, it is 
premature to draw definite conclusions 
from the preliminary statements which 
have been made. It is a pity therefore 
that a long-term prophecy such as that 
made by Mr. George Lowthian, the 
General Secretary of the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers, should 
be advanced. Your leading article of 
March 6 should do much to counter the 
fears expressed by Mr. Lowthian that the 
wide adoption of such mechanical aids 
would result in mass unemployment. 

Such fears are, however, understand- 
able when claims of the nature made on 
behalf of BRS are publicised. In this 
case my friends in BRS seem to have fallen 
into the trap of comparing the general 
with the particular. "Two separate claims 
have been made, the first that a saving 
of 600 man-hours would be achieved, 
with a resulting saving of £50, and the 
second, that 1,000 man-hours could be 
saved with an equivalent cash saving of 
£100 per house. 

The actual man-hours taken at Norwich 
are apparently used for comparison with 
the recent BRS investigation quoted in 
the Bailey Report, from which it would 
appear that the average house takes about 
2,800 man-hours to build, the time vary- 
ing between 1,565 and 4,645 hours, which 
range of variation, says the Bailey Report, 
“is accounted for mainly by different 
degrees of efficiency in organisation.” I 
leave it to the reader to ponder these 
extraordinary statements. 

Mr. Ford’s letter in your last issue aptly 
comments on the fact that in his experience, 
which is very much in line with that of 
the writer’s, the man-hours involved in 
building the shell of a traditional house 
total between 500 and 1,200, depending 
partly on whether the foundations are 
included. As the saving must, in the 
main, be confined to the labourer’s time, 
the absurdity of the claim for a saving of 
1,000 hours in building the shell of a house 
will be apparent. 

Substantial savings in time up to the 
total quoted are, however, possible by 
the combined effects of increased mechan- 
sation, good organisation and incentive 
schemes over the whole of the trades 
employed on a house, depending, of course, 
upon the initial level of productivity of the 
building organisation concerned. 

| feel, however, that it may be of help if I 
remind your readers of experience gained 
elsewhere on the use of cranes for house 
building. When I was at the Ministry of 
Works we had the good fortune to follow an 
experiment carried out by a Scottish con- 
tractor with the use of a standard excavator 


with a 60 ft. jib, mounted on crawler tracks, 
Which with specially designed equipment was 
empioved to handle materials on housing sites 


o! traditional construction and normal layout. 
ie results of that experiment are described 
'n the Ministry of Works publication “‘ Site 
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Records for Builders—(Programming and 
ing for Traditional House Building).” 
Fortunately we were able to make a direct 
comparison between the times taken on two 
sites of similar layout and size, on one of 
which the crane was employed. The use of 
the crane was in the main confined to the 
foundations and brickwork (although in later 
contracts some help was given to the roofers). 
Man-hours for foundations and brickwork 
on the site employing the crane were about 
800 as compared with 1,100 on the site without 
the crane. The savings, however, were in 
the main in attendant labourers, although of 
the total saving of about 300 hours saved 
about 50 were bricklayers’ hours. (The 
saving in craftsmen’s time was attributed 
to the reduction in their work through the 
fixing of lintols and chimney copes, etc., which 
the machine handled very expeditiously.) 
This, of course, was exactly as was foreseen, 
because the whole idea of the employment of 
the crane was to reduce the man-handling 
of materials. 

The total saving effected was of the order 
of £40 per house, after allowing for the cost 
of the crane and for the reduction of over- 
heads. 

I understand from the contractors—Messrs. 
Alexander Hall and Son, Ltd., of Aberdeen— 
that since the original experiment in 1950 
they have continued to employ two similar 
cranes with continued success, and their 
experience has confirmed their earlier con- 
clusions that the crawler-mounted crane is 
more suitable for house building than the 
rail-mounted crane. The high degree of 
mobility associated with this type of mounting 
enables the crane to be moved from site to 
site extremely efficiently, and for local 
journeys, keeps the machine out of action for 
less than two hours. The ease with which 
the machine can be manoeuvred on the site 
has a great advantage over the rail-mounted 
crane, which functions most efficiently on sites 
of straightforward layout more often associated 
with blocks of flats and other multi-storey 
structures. 

All this leads one to the conclusion that the 
employment of cranes, of the types at present 
on the market, is still in its experimental 
stages, and that the wide adoption of such 
methods, desirable as they are, will take a long 
time to cover the 125,000 building firms 
mentioned by Mr. Lowthian. Even so, it 
must be clear that these means to achieve 
savings in man-power are directed to the 
semi-skilled labourers who are increasingly 
disinclined to use the hod, and are likely to 
have little direct effect on the craftsman. 


R. H. JAMEs. 
7, Hobart-place, SW1. 


NATIONAL INCENTIVE SCHEME 
AND BUILDING COSTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. James, in his reply to my 
letter (your issue of March 13), 
states that some of the problems men- 
tioned were a recital of the problems facing 
an estimator when any incentive scheme 
is contemplated. This is agreed. The 
points were raised, however, because at 
present they are seldom considered ; 
it is important to remember that to date 
the majority of builders do not accept that 
incentive schemes are the only means of 
effecting substantial reductions in the 
cost of building. Such schemes are still 
regarded merely as a means of attracting 
an adecuate labour force to the site, 
any saving in cost being treated as addi- 
tional profit. Therefore, few estimators 
make any allowance for their operation, 
except occasionally to include a sum 
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under Preliminaries to cover the cost of 
operating them. 

The introduction of a National Scheme 
would compel all builders to consider 
incentives in their true perspective and 
would enable them to fulfil their proper 
function in the industry. ‘‘ Carnie.” 

HOLIDAYS-WITH-PAY 
To the Editor of The Builder 

§)R.—Mr. A. Osman, in his letter 

concerning the cost of building in 
your issue of March 13, states that, after 
advancing cash to the employee when he 
takes his holiday, the builder obtains 
reimbursement some time later. Lest a 
misapprehension be drawn from the use 
of these words “‘ some time later,”” may I 
point out that provision in the Holidays- 
with-Pay Agreement stipulates that this 
Management Company must make re- 
imbursement to the employer within 
14 days of the receipt of his application 
by the Board of all holiday credits properly 
paid by him in accordance with the terms 
of the agreement. As production is the 
theme of the correspondence, may I point 
out that our records show that reimburse- 
ment is made within three days of the 
receipt of correct claims. I know Mr. 
Osman’s experience in the matter of 
claims for reimbursement is not contrary 
to this statement of fact. 


During the past four years, of the 
total claims received by the Management 
Company, 24 per cent. were incorrect ; 
but for this our production would have 
reached a much higher level. Mr. Osman 
will, I am sure, recognise that correct 
claims expedite reimbursement and at the 
same time limit bank interest payable on 
overdrafts. 


I trust you will pardon my intrusion 
into this matter, my object being to state 
the facts to avoid being associated with 
other bodies referred to on another page. 


E. J. CHAPMAN, 
General Manager and Secretary, 
Building and Civil Engineering 
Holidays Scheme Management, Ltd. 
2-6, Fulham Broadway , SW6. 


CAREERS IN BUILDING 


‘THE STATEMENT made by Mr. A. G. 
Gooch, Ministry of Education Staff 
Inspector of Secondary Technical Schools, 
at a recent building teachers’ conference, 
to the effect that the building industry 
offers few opportunities for able boys, 
has properly caused some alarm. In 
recruiting apprentices the industry has 
long felt itself at a disadvantage in respect 
of engineering, though there is evidence 
in plenty of the opportunities of advance- 
ment open to the intelligent craft appren- 
tice in building. 

Nowadays there are many ways of 
entering the building industry other than 
through craft apprenticeship and the 
industry should give serious thought to 
the importance of advertising the attract- 
tiveness of the careers it offers. If it 
fails to recruit an adequate proportion of 
the most able youth of to-day, it is more 
than possible that other sections of the 
constructional industry may reap the 
major rewards of future technical develop- 
ments in building. 
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SUCCESSES AND FAILURES 
OF NEW TECHNIQUES 


(Continued from page 484) 


deterioration of our buildings. This 
winter with its persistent fogs followed by 
a considerably increased death roll has 
surely brought it home to everybody how 
wrong it is to allow this enormous wastage 
to occur year after year, and I think it is 
encumbent upon every architect in every 
job to use the utmost powers of persuasion 
to see that fires and equipment are 
installed to minimise and reduce this. 
Deterioration of the structure can be 
safeguarded by the provision of proper 
washing facilities, coupled with care and 
attention to the detailing of sills, over- 
hangs and the like, thus preventing the 
stains and streaks which seem to be the 
fashion in buildings of recent years. 
The report prepared by the Building 
Research Station and this Institute in 
1929 on this subject appears to have 
gone into cold storage and it is certainly 
worth while reviewing. I wonder if 
James Woodford, the sculptor, really 
intended the figures which grace the 
entrance to this building to have per- 
manently sooty armpits; and surely the 
black tears weeping down from the 
carved inscription, the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, are not an expression 
of our feelings in this Coronation year ? 

A most notable development in recent 
buildings is the bold use of colour, both 
for interior and exterior finishes. The 
recent schools in Hertfordshire are a 
notable example of this development. In 
the entrance hall of an infants’ school at 
Ramsgate bright colours have been incor- 
porated in panels in the tiled floor depict- 
ing nautical scenes. 

In closing, I should like to refer to the 
general question of the design of details 
on our buildings, particularly housing and 
schools, where the architects might often 
pay more heed to the time factor and so 
help greater productivity by choosing 
materials readily available, and with com- 
plete co-operation with the contractors 
putting over to the men on the site the 
story of what they are doing. 


Discussion 


Mr. R. C. BevAN, who moved a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Lobb, said that the new 
techniques had, up till now, had a 
rough time from by-laws. They had been 
harried from pillar to post. Some local 
authorities thought, “‘ Yes, that is all 
right!’’ Others said no, it did not 
comply with their by-laws. One thing 
that could be said of the new by-laws 
recently issued by the Ministry of Housing 
was that they did clear the way for the new 
techniques. 

Mr. RicHAaRD HENNIKER, FRIBA, who 
seconded the vote of thanks, thought 
it was probably true to say that of those 
who did venture into the realms of new 
techniques many more came from among 
official architects than from among the 
poor private practitioner. He used the 
word “ poor”’ in all of its senses with a 
full understanding of their meaning. The 
official architect had a client who was 
perhaps not quite as articulate regarding 
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successes and failures, and could therefore 
be relied upon not to complain quite as 
bitterly as the rather more personal client 
with whom the private practitioner dealt. 

The private architect had therefore 
very much less chance of seeing a lot of 
these techniques at first hand and gaining 
experience of them. That was why this 
evening was so valuable. 

Mr. A. R. F. ANDERSON, FRIBA, was 
glad to be able to say, “I told you so.” 
A few years ago, when Mr. Howard 
Robertson was reading a paper on the 
American scene he (Mr. Anderson) said, 
“Yes, I like all these plate glass windows, 
but you will find sometimes it is very 
dangerous.’’ He had warned the pro- 
fession about five years ago not to have a 
piece of plate glass right down to the 
ground. It appeared that ‘‘ the South 
Bank boys ”’ did not read what he said. 

Mr. F. J. SAMUELY asked Mr. Lobb a 
“very difficult’’ question, whether he 
could make any suggestions as to how far 
new techniques should be put into opera- 
tion and how far one should be careful 
about them. It was always a very great 
problem. If one tried to do anything 
that was new or progressive, one could 
get up to a certain point in thinking out 
the consequences but there might always 
be something that had not been thought 
out properly. ‘Then trouble might occur. 


WASHING BUILDINGS 

Mr. Joun' RatciirF, ARIBA, said 
he would like to emphasise Mr. Lobb’s 
point about climate and atmosphere, 
because we tended to be led away by the 
wonderful pictures of buildings in Europe 
in full sunshine. We had to adapt our- 
selves to our climate more than we had 
done hitherto in this regard, particularly 
in cities. ‘‘ Here I should like to make a 
personal appeal. I deplore the cleaning 
down of the Norman Shaw type of build- 
ing, the red and white patterned effect, 
because I feel that is using a traditional 
material in the wrong way. By all means 
let us have our glass buildings and clean 
them regularly. But in the sooty atmos- 
phere we have in London and elsewhere 
we should let the building go dirty. We 
should not attempt to clean it, but should 
rely upon small areas of brightness to 
relieve and contrast in other ways.” 

Mr. Maurice Jay (Student), said that 
many of the new techniques that had been 
used since the war had relied for their 
finish on renderings of one sort or another, 
and he would like to know whether Mr. 
Lobb would suggest that in the large and 
dirty towns of England it would be correct 
to say that rendering was “‘ out”’ as a finish. 

He believed sheet-glass in reasonable 
areas was one of the cheapest impervious 
sheet materials that we possessed, and its 
use for external cladding should not be 
lightly brushed aside. 

Mr. E. L. Birp, ARIBA, on the ques- 
tion of washing buildings, drew attention 
to the fact that Goldsmiths’ Hall had 
been washed regularly for the Goldsmiths’ 
Company by the London Fire Brigade 
for many years. They washed it with 
fire hoses in the ordinary way, shutting 
the windows. He would like to ask Mr. 
Ratcliff to look at it to see whether he 
would not change his mind about the 
desirability of washing Portland stone 
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buildings, because he thought he would. 

Mr. Tom Pace said: “I myself am 
not an architect. I teach science in g 
school. It seems to me that a lot of 
failures of modern techniques come from 
a failure in the scientific training of 
architects. It is extremely widespread, 
I find that people who, in the schools, think 
of going in for architecture are the people 
who seem to lack technical ability.’’ 

Mr. E. D. Mitts, FRIBA, said he was 
interested in Mr. Lobb’s comments about 
Continental buildings which were to some 
extent copied here. On seeing some of 
them, he had been particularly impressed 
by the fact that in spite of the more 
temperate climate and the reduced amount 
of pollution that arose in places like 
Switzerland and Sweden, far greater 
trouble and care had been taken in the 
detailing, even when the conditions were 
not as severe as we had here. 

Mr. Haracp WErNREICH, ARIBA, 
wondered whether there would be any 
advance at all with double glazing in this 
country as long as the detailing of the 
window frames was not given more 
attention. It would probably be waste of 
money to use double glazing, hermetically 
sealed, and have only a single rebate with 
all the draughts going through it. 

THE CHAIRMAN said Mr. Lobb’s last 
point about co-operation with labour was 
of extreme importance. If labour knew 
what it was doing and what it is for, 
there was a tremendous response. He 
had found it in all kinds of ways. 


THE SPEAKER’S REPLY 


Mr. Loss, in reply, said that he had 
brought in glass largely because it was 
cleaned easily, being completely 
impervious and highly polished. Possibly 
if we could not do anything about smoke 
pollution we ought to do something about 
buildings that could be easily cleaned. 

Mr. Samuely had raised a very interest- 
ing point as to how far new techniques 
should be put into operation. It was 
obvious that you had to take the best 
possible advice from the Building Research 
Station and then try the thing out in small 
areas and judge from the results. You 
had to try all those experiments before 
doing the thing in a big way. 

Mr. Jay had commented on washing 
down buildings, and he agreed with him. 
He thought that if Mr. Henniker would 
look at the Goldsmiths’ Hall, to which 
Mr. Bird had referred, he would probably 
agree that the regular washing down of a 
building with plain water was very 
desirable. It got off the soot and sulphur 
which could do so much harm to the 
structure. 

On colour, Mr. Lobb said he was not 4 
chemist, and he did not know whether 
there was going to be any answer to the 
use of strong permanent colours. !t 
might be that the synthetic slab materials 
such as he saw being used at Boreham 
Wood schools under Mr. Aslin’s direction 
might be the answer to some of the colour 
problems. He agreed that if you were 
going in for the trouble of double glazing 
it was very desirable to have doubie 
rebates as well, and possibly to do some- 
thing about pushing the rebate back 
again on some material like latex rubber 
so that you got a positive seal. 
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arch 27 1953 


ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 
Eighty-Fourth Ordinary Meeting 


TE‘HE Architects’ Registration Council 

admitted 250 applicants to the register 
at its eighty-fourth ordinary meeting on 
March 20, all of whom qualified by 
examination under section 6(1)(c) of the 
Principal Act. Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, 
OBE, FRIBA, was in the chair. 

Mr. Cecil KENNARD, chairman of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee, 
reported that his committee had instructed 
Mr. Charles Woodward, as architect to the 
Council, to make suitable arrangements for 
decorating the front of the Council’s 
premises for the Coronation. This would 
consist of the erection of five flag poles on 
the front of the building on which would 
be hung the flags of the United Kingdom 
and there would also be flower boxes along 
the balcony. 

The Committee also reported that the 
names of 24 architects resident overseas were 
removed from the register on January 26 
_ for non-payment of their 1952 retention 
ees. 

During 1952, 933 names were added to the 
register, 153 names were restored to the 
register, and 519 names were removed from 
the register owing to deaths, resignations and 
other causes, leaving 17,639 names on the 
register on December 31 last 

The Professional Purposes Committee 
reported that they had received a complaint 
that an architectural practice was being car- 
ried on in the form of a limited company in 
which two architects held two-fifths of the 
shares, the remaining shares being held by 
two consulting engineers and the secretary 
to the company. The Committee had caused 
the architects to be informed that they were 
infringing Principle V of the Code of Con- 
duct, and had suggested they should trans- 
form the limited company into an ordinary 
partnership. 


The Committee also reported that they had 
received an inquiry from two architects 
whether they could properly act as con- 
sultants to a design partnership with their 
names on the letterpaper of the firm, having 
regard to the fact that the partnership would 
use such letterpaper for letters or circulars 
soliciting work of an architectural character. 
The Committee had caused the architects to 
be informed that, as an architect was not 
Permitted to tout for business, they would 
be acting disloyally to their colleagues in 
breach of Principle VI of the Code by allow- 
ing their names to appear on the letterpaper 


as consultants to a firm touting for architec- 
tural business. 


At the twenty-first annual meeting that 
followed, Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews was 
re-elected chairman and Mr. Denis Poulton 
Was re-elected vice-chairman. The constitu- 
tion of the Council for 1953-54 will be: — 


4 wenty-four members appointed by the Council of the 
m institute of British Architects.—Harold Anderson, 
Pa H. Beaty-Pownall, J. T. Castle, L. A. Chackett, 
Fi ny M. Chitty, *Dr. F. F. C. Curtis, A. G. Sheppard 
‘See R. O. Foster, P. G. Freeman, P. K. Hanton, 
vs Hicks, *Howard L. Kelly, Cecil Kennard, Howard 
nib E. D. Lyons, E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, S. W. 
7 _ T. E. North, Denis Poulton, A. L. Roberts, 

ck Rutter, *Ernest Seel, H. G. C. Spencely, R. H. 


R 


Bai ree members appointed by the Council of the Incorpor- 
“ Association of Architects and Surveyors.—I. G. 
cr, A. P. Lambert, L. A. Butterfield. 
_/t¢ member appointed by the Council of the Faculty 
Architects and Surveyors.—*S. A. Brett. 
‘tree members appointed by the Council of the Archi- 
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tectural Association (London).—J. M. Austin-Smith, 
J. Brandon-Jones, D. Clarke-Hall. 
_Two members appointed by the Council of the Association 
i Building Technicians.—Harry Moncrieff a ee 
ne. 
Two members appointed by the Councils of Provincial 
Associations.—A. E. Geens, A. Newton Thorpe. 

_Six members elected by “* Unattached"’ Architects.—~ 
Vincent Burr, E. W. Chapman, Montagu Evans, J. H. 
Melville Richards, W. H. Scanlan, H. E. G. Stripp. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Royal 
Society of Ulster Architects.—J. D. McCutcheon. 


5 One member appointed by the Minister of Education.— 
F. Bray. 


One member appointed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government.—G. J. M. Gray. 


oma appointed by the Minister of Works.— 


One member appointed by the Department of Health for 
Scotland.—T. A. Jeffryes. si 

One member appointed by the Governor of Northern 
Ireland.—T. F. O. Rippingham. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors.—H. James King. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers.—*F. R. Bullen. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Institution 
of Municipal Engineers.—G. L. A. Downing. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Society of 
Engineers.—W. R. Howard. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Institute 
of Builders—Col. A. F. Roney-Dougal. 

One member appointed by the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers—D. E. 
Woodbine Parish. 

One member appointed by the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives.—Sir Richard 
Coppock. 

* New appointments. 


STATUE TO UNKNOWN 
POLITICAL PRISONER 


Stateless Man Accused of Damaging 
Model in the Tate Gallery 


A‘ 28-YEAR-OLD sstateless man, Laslo 

Szilvassy, charged at Bow-street on 
Monday with maliciously damaging a model 
of “The Unknown Political Prisoner” at 
the Tate Gallery, was said by a detective to 
have stated, before being charged: “ Yes, I 
did it. I have been a prisoner behind the 
curtain, and I was put in prison by the 
Germans. I did it because I wanted to pro- 
test against reducing the idea of the political 
prisoners into scrap metal, because I found 
this sort of thing is a vulgar mockery and 
trading in the name of art, and completely 
lacks humanism.” 

The bent-wire model, in its block of stone, 
was exhibited in court. 

Mr. Jeremy Hutchinson, prosecuting, said 
that a woman looking at the model in the 
Tate Gallery saw Szilvassy walk round it. 
He then took hold of it, bent it and broke 
it, and threw it on the ground. When an 
attendant approached him, he produced a 
statement from his pocket which began: “I 
have decided to come to the Tate Gallery 
with the purpose of destroying the winning 
prize in the international competition,” and 
declaring that the exhibit reduced the 
memory of war to only a piece of wire. 

The model won for Mr. Reg Butler, of 
Hatfield, Herts, the first prize of £4,500, 
and Mr. Hutchinson commented: “It has 
taken the sculptor many months to create 
the model, and it was destroyed completely 
in a few seconds.” 

Mr. Hutchinson, prosecuting, asked that 
the charge should be amended because the 
damaged model was, technically, still the 
property of the designer and not of the Tate 
Gallery as stated in the charge. The magi- 
strate agreed to this amendment. The full 
insured value of the model, as stated in the 
charge, was also altered from £1,000 to £500. 

Applying for bail for Szilvassy, Mr. Lewis 
F. Sturge, defending, said that there was a 


E 
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medical report which said Szilvassy 
intention of repeating his offence and 
there were “ two highly respectable sureties.” 
There was nothing in the medical report to 
indicate that he was anything but a perfectly 
level-headed young man in other respects. 

Mr. Hutchinson, opposing bail, said that 
the Tate Gallery, which was very much 
understaffed, had been involved by this inci- 
dent in putting on extra attendants in 
unattended galleries. 

The magistrate (Mr. East) refused bail and 
Szilvassy was remanded in custody until 
Monday next. 

hed P P 

A LETTER OF PROTEST with regard to the 
winning selection in the international com- 
petition for a statue to commemorate “ The 
Unknown Political Prisoner,” and the hand- 
ling of the competition in general, has been 
sent by the National Sculpture Society, of 
New York, to the Institute of Contemporary 
Arts, London, and to the Museum of Modern 
Art, and copies of the letter have been sent 
to art organisations in Europe, asking that 
they support the protest. The letter, signed 
by Mr. Wheeler Williams (president) and Mr. 
Frank Eliscu (secretary), is as follows: 

“The National Sculpture Society feels 
that grave injustice has been done to the 
cause of sculpture by the Institute of Con- 
temporary Arts, London, and by its agents 
in this country, the Museum of Modern Art, 
in the handling of the international com- 
petition for a statue to commemorate ‘The 
Unknown Political Prisoner.’ 

“In the original notice of the competition, 
sent to sculptors throughout the world, it 
was definitely stated: ‘The organisers wish 
to emphasise that a symbolic or non-repre- 
sentational treatment of the subject will 
receive the same consideration as a more 
naturalistic treatment.” 

“ Notwithstanding this, the Museum of 
Modern Art and the North American jury 
designated selected from among 199 entries 
11 maquettes representing only a small and 
relatively unimportant phase of sculpture, @ 
group of fabrications scarcely to be called 
representative of American sculpture to-day. 
The same type of work was selected by the 
Italian jury; and the English jury also chose 
similar oddities, from among which a strange 
and contorted mass of wire has now been 
pronounced winner of the first prize. 

“It cannot be believed that fine sculpture 
is not being produced to-day in England, 
in Italy, and elsewhere; and it is therefore 
to be regretted that more fitting examples 
for a monument to this worthy subject were 
not brought forth. As a maguette which has 
been awarded first prize, we feel certain that 
its severest critics will be those who suffered 
the agonies of torture and the families of 
those who died while political prisoners— 
the very victims whom this proposed monu- 
ment alleges to champion. 

“If any information is available as to who 
donated the not inconsiderable prize money 
for this competition, and how it has been 
guided to such a sorry end, we would be 
very interested to receive it.” 


E 








Essay Award 

The Royal Sanitary Institute announce that 
the John S. Owens prize of £15 has been 
awarded to Mr. J. W. Batey, smoke inspector 
of the Sheffield, Rotherham and District 
Joint Smoke Abatement Committee, for his 
essay on the ventilation of buildings. 
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Canteen, showing radiators fixed to columns. 


NEW LIGHT-WEIGHT 
RADIATORS 
A Novel Heating Method 
By J. F. SANDERS 


A NYONE who visits the canteen at the 
. Cricklewood works of Handley-Page, 
Ltd., for the first time, cannot fail to notice 
the unusual appearance of: the main pillars 
which support the roof. They are covered 
for almost the whole of their 14 feet of 
height on two sides by hot-water radiators 

~a novel and neat method of installing in- 
terior heating in industry. 

This installation is an adaptation of the 
wall type of radiators designed and manu- 
factured by Steel Radiators, Ltd., of 
Southall, Middlesex. The firm also produce 
a column pattern, of similar appearance to 
the familiar cast-iron radiator which, along 
with its wall-type sister product, possesses 
certain advantages which, it is claimed, are 
making it popular for large-scale building 
contracts. 

The radiators, which all go under the 
trade name “ Stelrads,” are made of pressed 
steel, and are thus considerably lighter, 
dimension for dimension, than radiators 
made of cast-iron. This renders them easier 
to handle and instal. Another advantage 
is that, as the metal is steel, the surface is 
smoother than that of cast-iron and, there- 
fore, does not retain so much dust and also 
is easier to clean. It is also claimed that 
with these radiators it is possible to obtain 
more heat per square foot than with the 
cast-iron type, or, where space-saving is an 
important consideration, an equal emission 
of heat is obtainable with a smaller radiator. 
Moreover, this type of radiator can be 
curved, if necessary, to suit the architecture 
of the building in which it is fitted. 

Their form of construction makes these 
radiators virtually unbreakable and proof 
against fracture due to freezing. In cost they 
compare favourably with the cast-iron type. 
Several varieties of both the column (gill 
or knife-edge) and the wall (fluted panel) 
types are available, in a great number of 
sizes, so that almost any size and type of 


syd: 


room or hall can be suited with one of more 
radiators of the same type or a combination 
of both. The wall type has the added advan- 
tage of occupying only 14 in. from front to 
back, and so unobtrusively merges into its 
surroundings, especially when painted in a 
matching colour. The radiators are pressed 
out from sheet steel, each segment being 
formed in one operation. It seems that they 
have been specified for several Government 
and local authority contracts, including 
housing estates. The design is of Swedish 
origin. 


CIVIL ENGINEERS AND THE 
FLOODS 


Tribute to Industry’s “ Wonderful Work” 


\ PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 

North-East Section of the Federation 
of Civil Engineering Contractors at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne on March 20, Mr. 
RUPERT SpeiR, MP, expressed appreciation 
of the “ wonderful work ” done by members 
of the Federation in the flood areas of the 
East Coast. “ Several engineering contractors 
rallied immediately to help the stricken 
areas, and by their prompt action they 
undoubtedly saved much valuable land and 
property,” he said. “The conduct of the 
firms and their employees under trying and 
arduous conditions has been worthy of the 
high traditions always maintained by the 
civil engineering industry, and the engineering 
contractors concerned are deserving of the 
country’s praise and gratitude. 

“Whenever any disaster due to flood or 
tempest hits the country, people always look 
to the civil engineers to right the damage, 
and they never look in vain.” Mr. Speir 
continued. “I am glad to be able to state 
that it is now clear that the cement industry 
itself did not suffer so badly in the floods 
as was feared at first. And the loss of cement 
production should not be substantial. The 
Government fully realises that a shortage 
of cement in recent months has been causing 
the civil engineering industry great difficulty, 
and, owing to a considerable increase in 
demand, the North-East has suffered special 
difficulty in obtaining adequate supplies.” 
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OBITUARY 


James Macgregor, FRIBA 


i is with regret that we record the death 

of Mr. James Macgregor, MA, FRIBA. 
FSA, MTPI, who had been the Director of 
the School of Architecture, Cambridge Uni- 
versity, since 1937. He was educated at the 
School of Architecture, Edinburgh College 
of Art, and at the Heriot-Watt College 
Edinburgh, and studied in the offices of 
Messrs. Williamson and Inglis, Kirkcaldy, 
H. W. Hippolyte J. Blanc, ARSA, Edin- 
burgh, and Sir Edwin Lutyens, RA, London. 


He was in private practice in London from 
1919 to 1933, and was also Senior Master in 
Design and Lecturer in Medieval Architecture 
at Manchester University School of Archi- 
tecture, from 1921 to 1923; Studio Master 
at the Architectural Association, London, 
1926-33; Lecturer in Architectural History 
and Design, LCC School of Building, 
Brixton, 1931-33; and Head of the School 
of Architecture, Edinburgh College of Art. 
1933-1936. He was a Member of the Board 
of Architectural Education. 


Lionel G. Pearson, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
took place at his home at Roehampton on 
March 19, of Mr. Lionel Godfrey Pearson, 
FRIBA, who had been « partner in the firm 
of Adams, Holden and Pearson since 1911. 


Born at Liverpool in 1879, and educated 
at Manchester Grammar School, he began 
his architectural career as an articled pupil 
with the firm of Messrs. Woodhouse and 
Willoughby, of Manchester, and also took a 
two-year course at the School of Architec- 
ture, Liverpool University. In 1901 he 
came to London and entered the office of 
Professor E. S. Prior, where he remained 
until 1903, and then joined the firm of 
Messrs. Adams and Holden as an assistant. 


In the 1914-18 war he served with the 
RAMC in France, and resumed practice in 
1919. He was in part, or wholly, responsible 
for the design of numerous hospitals, includ- 
ing the new Westminster Hospital, Roya! 
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, Southend 
Hospital, etc., and, with A. Taylor, FRIBA. 
of Bath, the new Mineral Water Hospital at 
Bath. He was a member of the Depart 
mental Committee of the Ministry of Health 
on Hospital Construction, and had published 
“Foreign Hospitals.” He delivered tee 
Chadwick lecture on “ Modern Hospita! 
Planning.” 


A. G. Harfield, FRICS 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
took place on March 17, of Mr. Alfred 
George Harfield, FRICS, Middlesex County 
Valuer. He was a well-known figure in local 
government circles not only for his work for 
Middlesex, in which he was one of tie 
initiators of the green belt of the county sae 
conducted many of the negotiations for the 
purchase of land for the purpose, but als: 
connection with numerous committees. He 
was a member of the central valuation com: 
mittee from 1935 to 1948, of the departments) 
committee on rating in 1938, and from |! - 
to 1950 served on the Jenkins Committee ‘ 
consider the question of leasehold reform. 0! 
which the late Lord Uthwatt was the origin! 
chairman. Mr. Harfield, who had been 
Middlesex County Valuer since 1927, w* 
president of the County Valuers’ Association 
in 1932 and of the Royal Institution ©: 
Chartered Surveyors in 1946-47. 
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RESULTS OF BUILDING RESEARCH IN 1951-52 
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‘¥ Department of Scientific and Industrial Research Repert’” 


MTPHE useful results of work carried out 

by the Building Research Station on 
building materials, on the thermal and 
acoustical insulation of buildings, and on 
heating systems, are summarised in the 
1951-52 report of the Department of 
Scientific and Industria] Research, which has 
now been published by H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 8s. The following extracts, 
taken from the report, refer, in addition to 
building research, to fire, forest products 
and road research in so far as they affect 
building work generally:— 

Materials.—About one-third of the work 
in progress on the numerous materials used 
in building is concerned with cement, aggre- 
gates and concrete, and their products. Work 
in which particular progress has been made 
during the year includes fundamental studies 
in cement and silicate chemistry; the effect 
of steam curing on the properties of con- 
crete; and the cleaning of clinker. Inclusions 
of coal, or partially burned coal, in clinker 
aggregates are liable to swell on wetting and 
contract on drying and are thus undesirable 
in building -work. Investigations and pilot 
plant trials on freeing clinker aggregates 
from combustible material have been 
completed. 

The Station has studied the properties and 
use of lightweight concrete for many years. 
One practical outcome of this research is 
the use now being made of lightweight con- 
crete blocks for the inner leaf of the cavity 
walls of houses. The possibility of. still 
further extending their uses in houses is 
being explored in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 
Recent American research, development and 
use were studied in 1950 BY, an Officer of the 
Station during a visit’ sbansored by the 
Economic Co-operation AWministration and, 
following the visit, résearch*has been under- 
taken on the possibility of producing from 
available British materials blocks of 
improved appearance and with properties 
appropriate to external use. The results to 
date show that it is possible to make blocks 
of good appearance, providing some refine- 
ments in manufacture are used, and that 
these refinements are not especially difficult. 
Brick-making 

A pilot scale brick-making plant has been 
brought into use at the Station. Promising 
brick samples have ‘been produced from 
pulverized fuel ash from power stations. 
This ash is a waste material already being 
produced in substantial quantities and likely 
to Increase in quantity over the next decade 
to some millions of tons per annum. Its 
disposal presents new problems. 

Damage of timber by dry-rot has increased 
very much since the war. In collaboration 
with the Forest Products Research Labora- 
tory a zinc oxychloride paint has been devel- 
oped for application to bsick and stone walls 
as a barrier layer to the spread of fungus. 
The treatment has been found effective in 
the laboratory and is now undergoing full- 
scale trials. Surveys have been published, 
as Special Reports in the series of “ National 
Building Studies,” on the behaviour of 
asdestos cement, water pipes, and the corro- 
sion of steel in buildings. 

Following on the receipt of a number of 
complaints, users have been warned that 
some imported roofing slates are not durable 
under British conditions, but that those likely 
10 give trouble can easily be detected by the 


tests laid down by the British Standard 
Specification. Studies on the behaviour of 
plaster board, the development of tests for 
putties for glazing metal windows, the evalu- 
ation of newer types of flooring material 
and the protection of aluminium alloys from 
corrosion are examples of further work in 
progress. Investigations on the production 
of prefabricated gypsum building panels at 
a manufacturer's works have enabled the 
Output to be doubled for the same labour 
force and methods to be developed for con- 
trolling the quality of the product. 


Design of Structures——Much of the work 
at the Building Research Station on structural 
engineering is concerned with economy in 
the use of steel, both in reinforced concrete 
and in steelwork, and with related structural 
problems. The encasement of steelwork in 
concrete increases its strength and stiffness, 
but too little is known in detail of its effect 
to allow full advantage to be taken of it 
in design; data, however, are being collected. 
For example, some preliminary tests have 
shown that the encasement of small steel 
girders increased the strength by 15 2nd 50 
per cent., when the concrete cover was | inch 
and 2 inches respectively, with corresponding 
increases in stiffness of 25 and 100 per cent. 


Rigid Steel Frames 


An account of the simple but accurate 
method for the design of rigid steel frames 
has now been published (“ National Build- 
ing Studies, Research Paper No. 10”), and 
for typical cases examined a saving in steel 
of 15 to 20 per cent. has been demonstrated. 
Investigations for the Ministry of Transport 
on bridge deck systems have also led to 
suggestions for saving steel through improved 
design, and shortage of steel has increased 
interest in prestressed concrete tanks for oil 
and petrol storage above ground. In the 
former case possible loss of prestress due to 
shrinkage and creep is being studied. 

The technical applications of prestressed 
concrete have been further studied during 
the year and special attention is being paid, 
in conjunction with the Joint Fire Research 
Organisation, to its fire resistance. 


Soil Mechanics and Foundations.—The 
work on soil mechanics has fallen under 
three main headings, namely, foundations, 
earth pressures and the stability of earth- 
works. In each case emphasis has beeen laid 
on measurements on actual structures. The 
problem of providing adequate foundations 
for houses on clay soils subject to move- 
ments caused by changes in the moisture 
content of the ground is of world-wide 
interest, and the methods and techniques 
developed at the Building Research Station 
for dealing with it have been used both in the 
Commonwealth and abroad. 

In this country it has been shown that 
the risk of damage to existing buildings can 
be appreciably reduced by strict control of 
neighbouring vegetation. For new buildings 
the more satisfactory approach is to design 
the foundation so as to reduce the risk of 
damage. The technique of short bored pile 
foundations, referred to in previous reports, 
has now been used in the construction of 
about 400 dwellings, schools, etc. Observa- 
tions of these have shown the method to 
be very promising, both in reducing the risk 
of damage and on the grounds of cost and 
rapidity of construction. In the study of 
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earth pressures improvements have been 
made in the techniques for measuring the 
actual pressures of the supports used in 
practical construction. Investigations have 
been made on a cofferdam supporting a deep 
excavation in soft clay and in measuring the 
stresses in the linings of deep tunnels in clay. 

Efficiency of Buildings: Heating —Work 
on heating and ventilation has been divided 
in approximately equal proportions between 
specialised studies of the requirements of 
small houses, schools and factories. 

Lighting.—The work on principles of 
lighting continues, with special reference to 
discomfort from glare and flicker. Further 
work has been done on the improvement of 
techniques of subjective judgment of lighting 
systems, and preliminary experiments have 
begun on the problem of visual fatigue under 
the auspices of the Joint Committee on 
Lighting and Vision of the Building Research 
Board and Medical Research Council. 

A detailed study is being made, jointly 
with the Ministry of Education and the 
Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust, of the 
factors which determine the indirect com- 
ponent of natural lighting—that is, the reflec- 
tive factors of the room surfaces, the shape, 
size and position of the windows, and so 
on. This work is being co-ordinated with 
the subjective studies to enable the proper 
planning of the lighting of the whole environ- 
ment to be undertaken, as well as the lighting 
of the visual task itself. 


Acoustics and Sound Insulation.—Research 
on indirect sound transmission has continued 
in the experimental flats at Abbots Langley, 
and increased understanding has been gained 
of the physical processes of sound trans- 
mission in complex structures. This work 
is already affecting the design of sound insu- 
lating floors for flats, in particular joist 
floors, and detailed examination of new 
designs of floors for traditional and also 
non-traditional flats are being carried out 
with local authorities, in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 


Requirements of the User 

The Station is continuing its survey of 
non-traditional houses, with the object of 
assessing the technical performance of the 
various systems of construction and of ascer- 
taining the extent to which the houses are 
meeting the requirements of occupants. So 
far, examples of six systems have been 
inspected. A_ related short-term survey, 
depending on replies by local authorities to 
a set of questionnaires, has been carried out 
by the Station in co-operation with the 
Housing Centre, the Institute of Housing 
and the Society of Housing Managers. Most 
of the house types are proving generally 
satisfactory to tenants, although there is a 
very definite preference for traditional houses, 
mainly because of external appearance. 
Maintenance costs of non-traditional types 
appear to differ little from those of traditional 
construction. 

As part of a general experimental study 
of the planning of dwellings, experiments 
are being carried out using mock-ups of 
kitchens which are replicas of actual kitchens 
in a modern block of flats. Housewives 
from the flats have co-operated both in the 
mock-up kitchens and in their own homes. 
As a result, modifications have been recom- 
mended in the planning and equipping of 
kitchens which should produce some economy 
in cost with increased satisfaction to the 


housewife. ; 
A survey is being made to determine the 
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extent of deterioration of domestic chimneys, 
a defect which is well known to be wide- 
spread in some areas. Laboratory work has 
continued during the year and has confirmed 
that wet fuel and the presence of ammonia 
compounds in the products of combustion 
are important factors. 


Productivity and Costs 


Work on building operations and develop- 
ment has been concentrated on the study 
of productivity and costs of building, the 
mechanisation of building processes and the 
study of new methods of house construction. 

Study of Productivity and Costs of Build- 
ing.—Field work has been completed on the 
survey carried out in 1950-51 to study the 
effect of various factors on productivity in 
the house-building industry, such as the size 
of contract, incentive schemes and particu- 
larly the differences arising when sections of 
the building work are carried out by sub- 
contractors. Data were collected from the 
records of about 170 contracts for local 
authority house-building involving more than 
1,000 sub-contractors in various trades. 

An analysis of the labour expenditure on 
these 170 contracts has shown that the 
average man-hours per house were 2,720. 
There were wide variations in productivity, 
the extremes ranging from approximately 
1,550 to 4,650 man-hours per house. For 
two-thirds of the contracts the range was 
appreciably smaller, the man-hours per house 
of these contracts lying between 2,100 and 
3,350. The analysis has shown that a part 
of this variability was associated with par- 
ticular characteristics of the contracts. 

For example, on larger contracts, labour 
expenditure per house was found, in general, 
to be less than on smaller contracts. In 
addition, labour expenditure per house was 
less on the average on contracts in the North 
of England, on those contracts on which 
incentive schemes were in force and on those 
contracts which were undertaken by builders 
who specialised in house construction. Com- 
parable figures where sub-contractors carried 
out particular parts of the work indicate 
that, on the average, their man-hours were 
substantially less than where main contractors 
employed their own labour for that work. 

It is important that savings in the initial 
cost of housing arising from the adoption 
of new methods of construction should not 

be offset by a rise in maintenance costs. The 
Building Research Station has begun a study 
of this matter, on which little reliable data 
exists, in collaboration with a local authority 
which has some 2,000 houses under its 
control. The results so far obtained show 
that useful information may be expected 
from this type of investigation, particularly 
when extended to different local authorities. 
It is not intended, however, to study another 
authority until the present analysis has been 
completed and the best methods for the 
collection and analysis of the data have been 
determined. 


Mechanisation of Building Processes and 
Operation.—A rail-mounted tower crane, a 
small British crane specially designed for 
house-building, and a diesel-driven crawler 
crane have been acquired for use in the study 
of the mechanical handling of materials. 

The rail-mounted tower crane, which is 
of German design, has during the last year 
been undergoing pilot trials under operational 
conditions on a local authority building site. 
The first trial was designed to erect the shells 
of 14 houses to the “ roofed-in” stage, and 
the results showed that there was a con- 
siderable saving in man-hours in carrying 
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out this work compared with normal 
methods. A second trial run is now being 


carried out, designed to cover the whole of 
the work involved in erecting and finishing 
32 houses. Results to date have shown that 
on sites suitable for the use of a rail-mounted 
tower crane, substantial savings can be 
obtained in the time taken to complete the 
shell and roof, and that the programme of 
work for the finishing trades can be arranged 
to take full advantage of the saving. 


Fire Research 


The analysis of fires in post-war houses 
revealed a slight, but steady, increase in the 
rate of incidence in temporary dwellings 
from 1947 to 1951. Several causes con- 
tributed to this increase, the chief being 
faults in electric wiring and cabling. No 
significant trends were observed in permanent 
non-traditional or permanent traditional 
post-war houses. 

Attention has often been drawn to the 
costly and time-consuming nature of the 
full-scale standard tests which are required 
in studies of the fire-resistance of elements 
of building construction. While it may still 
be a long time before th need for such 
tests is overcome, progress has been made 
during the year in the development of a 
technique using models for studying the 
growth and effect of fires in buildings. Two 
years ago an experiment was reported which 
involved the burning of two _ full-scale 
houses, one having a lining of a combustible 
wall board, the other of a similar construc- 
tion but protected with an incombustible 
wall finish. It has been pessible to reproduce 
with a promising degree of accuracy the 
time/temperature conditions in these houses 
in models of 1/20, 1/10 and 1/5 scale. 


Prestressed Concrete 


The intensive study of the fire-endurance 
of large-span, prestressed concrete beams, 
which is being carried out in conjunction 
with the Building Research Station, has made 
considerable progress during the year. 
Experiments are in hand on a series of 
specimens using gravel aggregates, and on 
three different scales. It appears that 
certain types of beam fail more readily in 
the unloaded than in the Joaded condition. 
The  fire-endurance of loaded beams 
appears to increase with the size of the beam 
section. This is not, however, true for 
unloaded beams. 

A number of fire-resistance tests are being 
carried out on no-fines concrete walls using 
various aggregates and various types of con- 
Struction. The first of these tests on a 6-in. 
thick wall using a quartzite aggregate sug- 
gested that the material has good fire- 
resisting qualities, the structure resisting the 
passage of flame for over four hours. 


Forest Products Research 


Experiments to determine the longevity of 
fungi in air-dry wood are being continued 
with a range of samples infected with 
Merulius lacrymans and work also continues 
on dry rot in buildings and on the deteriora- 
tion of timber in water-cooling towers. 
Further tests on the natural durability of 
timbers have been completed and improve- 
ments have been made ir the laboratory 
tests on wood preservatives. These tests 
now include the resistance to decay of treated 
fibreboard and chipboard and of plywood 
impregnated with synthetic resin. 

Work on the treatment of timber in stick, 
for the prevention of attack by Lyctus 
powder-post beetles, has aimed at finding 
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improved methods of applying DDT ang 
benzene hexachloride to stacks of timber, 
but the problem of obtaining even distriby- 
tion of the insecticides throughout the pile 
by methods which could be used com- 
mercially has not yet been solved. 

A considerable amount of time has been 
spent on the study of the house longhorn 
beetle and advisory work and inspections 
have shown severe infestation to be present 
in at least one of the neighbouring areas to 
that in which the infestation was first dis- 
covered, while there is evidence of a lesser 


‘degree of attack on one or two other parts 


of the country. Five instances have been 
reported of infestation of imported packing 
cases in various parts of the country and 
while there is no direct evidence of this 
attack spreading to buildings, the indications 
are that it is possible. Close contact is being 
maintained with local authorities and with 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, and a short course on recognition and 
treatment of damage by the house longhorn 
beetle has been given at the Laboratory to 
representatives of local authorities near the 
areas affected. 

Other work has included the investigation 
of the damage by pinhole borer and powder- 
post beetles in imported tropical hardwoods 
and plywood; laboratory tests on proprietary 
insecticides; and a study of the Sirex wood 
wasp. In Australia, control measures with 
regard to Sirex are strict and a note has 
been published for the benefit of those ex- 
porting crates and materiaJs in which soft- 
woods are used. 


PRIVATE HOUSE BUILDING 
Sheffield’s Record “ Disappointing ” 


SiNcE building restrictions had been lifted 
there had been Jes private enterprise build- 
ing in the Nort) than in the Midlands or 
South of Engla. Mr. M. B. TETLow, 
principal regional officer of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, told the 
Sheffield branch of the Federation of Master 
Builders on March 18. This had occurred 
despite the fact that private enterprise was 
supposed to count for a lot in the North, and 
that builders had long demanded more free- 
dom of action, he said. 

In Leeds private building increased last 
year by about 300 per cent. He was 
disappointed that in Sheffield, a city of com- 
parable size, nothing like so many houses 
had been completed. In some areas land 
shortage was put forward as the reason for 
slow progress, but Sheffield had building 
plots already available for 8,000 private 
enterprise houses. He did not think that in 
a city of 500,000 people like Sheffield there 
was no one who wanted to build his own 
house. If private enterprise could not sur- 
mount the diffieulties, what could? he asked. 

Builders present pointed out to Mr. Tetlow 
that the Sheffield City Council had been more 
restrictive than that of Leeds. Most of their 
capital was frozen in unpaid contracts for 
local authorities, other members told him 
It was also remarked that many Sheffield 
sites were on difficult terrain (the city is bui't 
on a series of hills, and subsidence occurs 
in mining areas around the city), and that 
land costs were exorbitant. : 

Mr. E. Ciose, the chairman, said that 
Sheffield builders were, in fact, taking 
advantage of their newly acquired freedom 
Compared with last year’s record, when they 
completed 300 private houses, they had com- 
pleted 90 already this year and had another 
353 under construction. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF BUILDING CONTRACTS—3 
By NORMAN P. GREIG, BA, Barrister-at-Law, FlArb, FRSanl 


FPREQUENTLY trouble and difficulty 
result from an exercise by the archi- 
tect of powers which he does not actually 
possess under the contract, or from a mis- 
understanding of those powers. 

Assuming the RIBA Standard Form, 
architects’ “instructions are contained in 
Clause I, sub-clause (a) of which reads “ The 
variation or modification of the design, 
quality or quantity of the works by the addi- 
tion or omission or substitution of any 
work.” As Clause 9 of the same contract, 
headed “ Ascertainment of prices for varia- 
tions,” begins “ No variation shall vitiate 
this contract,” it would appear at first sight 
that the architect has power to “vary” the 
contract work, even to the extent of instruct- 
ing the builder to carry out extra works not 
in the contemplation of the parties at the 
time the contract was signed. 

| submit that this cannot be so. Under 
the contract itself, the builder has, in effect 
agreed to do certain work that has been 
contained in the quantities or described in 
the contract drawings and specification (if 
any). subject (inter alia) to the condition that 
he will carry out any “extra” work that 
may be required, or agree to an “ omission” 
of some of the work, if such should be 
required by the architect when directing “ in 
what manner” the contract works are to be 
carried out. The contractor does not agree 
to carry out work which has no connection 
with the contract work, and which was 
definitely not in the contemplation of the 
parties when the contract was signed—i.e., 
he need not carry out what can be described 
as “extensive” variations unless he agrees 
to do so. In the first place, the contractor 
may not be in a position to carry out such 
work; but if he agrees, then, I submit, in 
such case he should let it be clearly under- 
stpod as between himself and the architect 
that this additional work is to be the subject 
of a further contract; so that, among other 
things, the method of payment for it can 
be agreed either by interim certificates in 
accordance with the contract work itself, or 
in some other agreed way. 

This being the case, the contractor should 
clearly appreciate the power of the archi- 
tect in regard to “extras” (i.e., things not 
specified in, nor fairly comprised within the 
contract, but cognate to the subject matter 
and applied to the carrying out of the 
design (Russell vy. Sada Bandeira (1862, 32 
J.P. (C.P.))). 


Arbitration Clause 


The inclusion of an Arbitration Clause in 
his Form of Contract furnishes a tribunal 
to which can be submitted any dispute or 
difference as to the contractor’s duty to carry 
ut “ extra work” under the contract; but 
it should be clearly borne in mind that, as 
So many submissions involve questions of 
law which may require to be submitted to 
the Court for decision under a “ case stated,” 
the award of the arbitrator may be delayed 
for that purpose, or even attacked later for 
“error in law on the face of it.” 

Again, there is no doubt that should an 
architect lay claim to a power under the 
contract (“ warrant his authority ”) and it be 
‘ater discovered he had no such power, and 
as a result the contractor find he is unable 
) recover the cost of extra work involved 

m the employer because his agent, the 
architect, has exceeded his authority, he may 
be able to bring an action against the archi- 


fr 


tect for “ breach of warranty of authority.” 

Of some interest in this connection, though 
it involves the additional question of the 
necessity (in most cases) of a written order 
for extras, is the well-known case of 
Molloy vy. Liebe (1910) 102 L.T. 616. Here, 
an employer insisted upon the contractor 
carrying out works which the contractor 
said were extra works under the contract. 
The contractor did the work (in this case 
without a written order) and the Court held 
that the arbitrator, when he found that the 
work was not included in the contract, was 
justified in inferring an implied promise by 
the employer to pay for the works. 

“Extras” and “ Omissions ” 

Variations to a building contract take the 
forms of “extras” and “omissions,” the 
former of which has been legally defined 
above; the latter, of course. covering 
omitted work under the architect’s instruc- 
tions. The builder would be wise to 
see to it that the architect’s instructions 
for either of these are given in writing, 
or at least confirmed in writing, especially 
in a case where such an order is a condition 
precedent to payment for extras under the 
contract. 

Quite apart from the question of extensive 
variations, which has been dealt with above, 
is the constantly occurring point as to 
whether a particular piece of work is an 
“extra” or not, ie., is it work which, 
though not expressly included in the con- 
tract documents, is impliedly so and neces- 
sary for the carrying out of the contract 
design? I have already called attention to 
the necessity of the contractor understand- 
ing his contract and making a careful exam- 
ination of the contract documents (especially 
a specification) in the light of his own know- 
ledge and experience. Failure to do this 
may result in the contractor being unable to 
recover the cost of some work which he 
regarded as an “ extra,” but which it is later 
understood to be “ impliedly ” contained in 
the contract work, and no “extra” at all. 
Given an arbitration clause of the nature of 
that contained in the RIBA Standard Form, 
the dispute can be submitted to the arbitrator 
for his decision (award) and _ resolved 
promptly, and all disputes, by agreement 
between the parties, can be submitted for 
arbitration while the works are in progress. 
[See RIBA Standard Form, with Quantities, 
cl. 26.] 


“ Lump Sum Contracts ” 


A lump sum or entire (or “firm,” etc.) 
contract is sometimes loosely defined as one 
to complete the whole work for an agreed 
amount, i.e., the lump sum. It is further 
implied, by the very nature of the term, that 
a contractor under such a contract cannot 
claim the lump-sum price agreed upon until 
the work is complete and generally to the 
satisfaction of the employer—subject to 
what is said hereafter. It further follows 
that until the job has’ been completed the 
contractor is not entitled to any payment at 
all. In Wallace v. Douglass (1910), an un- 
reported case [unfortunately], the Lord 
Chief Justice in the Court of Appeal gave 
a further essential of a lump sum contract, 
ie., that the builder is entitled to the sum 
named in the contract even though he has 
not to do certain things. 

It is clear that “ contract sum” forms of 
contract, i.e., those where a contract sum 1s 
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mentioned (like the RIBA Standard Ferms) 
are not true lump-sum contracts for the 
obvious reasons that in them the contract 
sum mentioned is not necessarily the sum 
the contractor eventually receives; that the 
latter is paid for the work as the job pro- 
ceeds; and that even should the contract 
be determined before the works are com- 
pleted, he is still entitled to be paid for 
work already done. Furthermore, provision 
is made in these types of contract for 
“extras” and “omissions,” ie., “ varia- 
tions ” and “ fluctuations.” 


Used on Smaller Works 


Though the true lump-sum form of con- 
tract is not usually used in big works, for 
smaller jobs it is not infrequent, and, 
therefore, the following points should be 
noticed. Though, in general, payment for 
services or work under a contract is subject 
to its being satisfactorily completed or 
performed, the position in regard to the 
lump-sum contract has been clarified by 
case-law. (In the case of the RIBA Standard 
Form, as is well known, the work has to be 
completed to the “ reasonable” satisfaction 
of the architect.) 

In Dakin v. Lee (1916), 1 K.B. 566, C.A., 
the question arose whether, under a 
lump-sum contract, the contractor, who had 
done part of the work badly or insufficiently, 
could recover for his services under the 
contract. Sankey, J. (as he then was) held 
that as the contractor had substantially 
completed the work, he was entitled to 
receive the lump-sum price less a deduction 
sufficient to cover the cost of having the 
work altered by others to conform with the 
contract. 

The same point is illustrated in a recent 
case, Hoening v. Isaacs [1952], 1 T.L.R. 1360, 
where it was held that in a contract for work 
and labour done for a lump sum payable on 
completion, am employer cannot repudiate 
his liability under the contract by claiming 
that the work, though “ done” or “ finished,” 
is in some respects not in accordance with 
the contract. Where the work is, in fact, 
“finished” in the ordinary sense of the 
term, and there has been a “ substantial ” 
compliance with the terms of the contract, 
the contract sum must be paid subject to 
a set-off or counterclaim in respect of any 
defect. (Dakin v. Lee, above, being fol- 
lowed.) It was further affirmed that an 
employer, under a contract for work and 
labour, who takes the benefit of the work, 
as: by using chattels made under the con- 
tract, cannot treat entire performance as a 
condition precedent to payment, but only 
as a term giving rise to damages. 


Extras Under a True Lump-Sem Contract 


As such a contract by its nature does not 
contemplate “extras,” if such are under- 
taken they are deemed subject to ancillary, 
or implied contracts, and payment made 
under them. In some cases, however, the 
contractor may be able to recover on a 
“quantum,” i.e., for as much as the addi* 
tional work was worth. 


(To be continued.) 





Faculty of Architects and Surveyors 


The Faculty of Architects and Surveyors 
and Faculty of Surveyors of England, 
Central London branch, held their spring 
cocktail party on March 19 at the Eversleigh 
Court Hotel, when Mr. Alfred Bossom, MP, 
FRIBA, and Mr. Pembroke Wicks, CBE, 
LLB, registrar of ARCUK, were among 
those present. 
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THERMAL INSULATION 


New Ministry Circular 


A’ CIRCULAR to local housing authori- 
é ties, issued by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government (No. 19/53, dated 
March 20), draws attention to the need for 
adequate therma! insulation in houses. 

The Minister, the circular states, has con- 
sidered the report of the committee on 
“ National Fuel Policy” (Cmd. 8647) in 
relation to house construction. Local 
authorities are already fully aware of the 
advantages of the new, improved types of 
solid fuel appliance in their new houses, and 
when they have to make replacements, it is 
indeed a condition of approval of their 
housing schemes that such appliances are to 
be installed. 

The importance of adequate thermal insu- 
lation is not so generally understood, the 
circular continues. Proper attention to it 
can obviously mean greater comfort for 
tenants as well as a saving in fuel. The 
desirable standards are set out in the Tech- 
nical Appendices to the Housing Manual, 
1949, and further information on the subject 
is contained in a memorandum which is 
enclosed with the circular. 

New Houses—-The memorandum gives 
examples and estimates of cost of insulation 
applied to the normal three-bedroom house. 
It shows that there need be no additional 
cost on the whole house, for an increase 
on one item can often be matched by a 
saving on others. The saving in cost and 
better thermal insulation resulting from the 
use of materials alternative to brick for the 
internal leaf of external walls is particularly 
emphasised. The use of concrete blocks for 
this purpose was recommended in Ministry 
of Works Economy Memorandum No. 3. 

The Minister requests the authority to give 
serious consideration to the use of these 
methods if they are not already adopting 
them in the dwellings they are building. If 
the appropriate materials are not immediately 
available at any time, he would rely on the 
authority to do what they thought to be 
right in the circumstances to avoid delays; 
he would also not expect them to comply 
in every detail if the extra cost in any par- 
ticular case would be unreasonable. Subject 
to those two qualifications, he hopes that 
the authority will take steps to ensure that 
their housing arrangements make the best 
use of current knowledge and comply with 
the accepted standards. 

Improvement Grants.—The Minister wishes 
to make it clear, the circular adds, that work 
for improving the insulation of a house may 
be included among work ranking for im- 
provement grant under the Housing Act, 
1949, provided the usual conditions are 
satisfied. 


ECONOMY WITH BRICKS 
Advice on Ordering Alternative Materials 


THe Munistry of Housing and Local 
Government has issued a circular to housing 
authorities (No. 21/53, dated March 20, 
which refers to Circular 90/52) drawing 
attention to the need for economy in the use 
of bricks. 

The Minister advises local authorities to 
see that orders for alternative materials are 
placed now so that the manufacturers of 
these materials can arrange for the additional 
production needed. 

The Principal Regional Officer should be 
informed if authorities or their contractors 
find any difficulty in placing these orders. 


Pa 
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REBUILDING BLITZED AREAS 
Demolition Contractors’ Lunch 


A® expansion of the work of rebuilding 
our blitzed cities was foreseen by MR. 
Davip EccLes, Minister of Works, when he 
addressed the National Federation of 
Demolition Contractors at their annual lunch 
held in Holborn Restaurant, London, on 
March 23. Mr. A. G. Griffiths, president, 
presided. 

Mr. Eccles said that under special arrange- 
ments for rebuilding work, £34 million was 
spent in 1951 and £44 million in 1952. It 
was very likely that this year it would be 
increased still further. The Minister also 
referred to the £10 million allocated recently 
for development in central London and the 
City in particular. Only a small proportion 
of this redevelopment would be done in the 
current year, but it would swell as time went 
on, he said. 

Mr. Eccles said that he and Mr. Mac- 
millan, the Minister of Housing, kept a close 
watch on the material supply situation and 
were constantly looking six months or a year 
ahead to keep the volume of work in the 
industry on a balance with the materials 
available. 

The Minister was replyimg to the toast of 
“HM Minister of Works,” which was pro- 
posed by Mr. W. J. BALDERSTONE, chairman 
of the Midland and Welsh Regions of the 
Federation. Mr. Balderstone said that at 
the present time trade, generally, was in a 
state of bewilderment. “We,” he declared, 
“whose daily business takes us _ into 
industrial undertakings all over the kingdom, 
see near-obsolete plant and machinery, 
which should make way for new, still being 
used despite recommendations by productive 
councils in all trades for re-equipment. In 
the public utility undertakings, however, all 
now nationalised, re-equipment and extension 
go on apace. Surely, what is correct for 
them is equally correct for ordinary industry; 
indeed such organic change is essential.” 

After acknowledging what he _— said 
appeared to be a genuine effort by the 
Minister to restore liberty to the building 
industry, Mr. Balderstone declared: “In 
our job of demolition we are still not able 
to buy or sell scrap, reusable iron and steel, 
and timber freely, nor take a building down, 
nor convert materials in stock, nor haul 
materials arising, without being in danger of 
infringements of laws and _ deposited 


schedules issued by your and _ other 
Ministries.” . 
Other speakers were Sir Richard 


Coppock, CBE, General Secretary, NFBTO, 
Mr. C. S. Willment, hon. life vice-president 
of the NFDC, Mr. C. H. Walker, CBE, 
FRIBA, FRICS, Director of Housing and 
Valuer, LCC, and Mr. D. Whyte, 
— District Surveyor for Hammer- 
smith, 





Combustible Linings in Houses 


A booklet just published by the Fire Pro- 
tection Association of Queen-street, London, 
EC4, entitled “Combustible Linings in 
Dwelling Houses,” shows the results of tests 
carried out in 1949 by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire 
Offices’ Committee Joint Fire Research 
Organization as part of a series of trials to 
investigate the hazards to life of the rapid 
growth of fire in post-war houses lined with 
fibre insulating board. The tests were 
designed to make a comparison of the effect 
of combustible and non-combustible linings 
on the growth of fire. 
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WALLBOARD TRADE 
Better Times Ahead 


THE annual dinner of the Wallboard 

Importers’, Distributors’ and Merchants’ 
Association of the UK was held at 
Grosvenor House, London, on March 18. 
Mr. ALAN R. KINGSLEY, president, was in 
the chair. 


Proposing the toast of “Our Guests,” 
Mr. Kingsley said that during the past year 
trading conditions had been exceedingly diffi- 
cult, Stocks were heavy, the demand had 
fallen, and there had been a serious fall 
in prices. Theirs was not the only trade 
to be affected by bad conditions; the Home 
Produced Mills had also experienced serious 
problems. He said that during this period 
the Sections Committees of WIDMA had 
done all they could to cope with the situation, 
and the small number of resignations ten- 
dered during the year could be considered 
as proof of the members’ appreciation 
of the work of the various committees. 

The president went on to say that there 
was a general improvement in the situation 
today, and if the members of the trade had 
profited by their experience during the last 
two years, they could look forward to the 
future with great confidence. 

Str GEOFFREY HUTCHINSON, MP, MC, QC, 
replied to Mr. Kingsley. The toast of “ The 


Chairman” was proposed by Mr. A. 
REGINALD ALVIN, past-president of the 
Association. 


Annual General Meeting 


At the annual general meeting held the 
next day, the following officers were 
elected:—President, Mr. Charles W. Ander- 
son (C. F. Anderson and Son, Ltd.); vice- 
president, Mr. Leslie H. Storey (Wm. Evans 
and Co. (Manchester), Ltd.); hon. treasurer, 
Mr. Alexander Gourvitch (Phoenix Timber 
Co., Ltd.). 

The annual report for 1952 has been issued 
by the Association, and contains an account 
of its activities during that period with pro- 
duction statistics, as well as a list of members. 


PAINTING AND DECORATING 


The Challenge of High Costs 


OpposiTION on the part of employers to 
any further wage increases for painters and 
decorators was voiced at the recent annual 
dinner of the Wolverhampton and district 
branch of the Nationa] Federation of Master 
Painters and Decorators. 


The national president of the federation, 
MR. A. J. PHILLIPS, proposing a toast to the 
Wolverhampton branch, recalled that, after 
recently receiving a wage increase of 2d. an 
hour, building trade workers were now 
asking for another 6d. “We were totally 
opposed to any further rise in pay,” he said. 
Mr. Phillips added that, unfortunately, ' 
did not mean that because men had been 
granted higher pay they worked harder :9 
consequence. The only way to get men fo 
do good work, he regretted, was to be able 
to remind them that other men were waiting 
outside for their jobs. 


The president of the Wolverhampton anc 
district branch, Mr. K. M. Corns, in_ his 
reply, referred to the “home decorator 4° 
a challenge to the skill and craftsmanship 
of their trade. It was up to the trade to 
meet that challenge by offering reasonabi: 
prices and a variety of attractive colou' 
schemes. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Flood Damage 


( yr March 18, Smk Davip MAXWELL FYFE, 

the Home Secretary, made a further 
statement on the flood damage and the Gov- 
ernment’s plans for compensation. This 
proved so unsatisfactory to the Opposition 
that they initiated a debate on the subject 
yn March 23. 

Sir David Maxwell Fyfe said that the sea 
defences which had been restored since 
February 1 had held. A small number of 
breaches in different parts of the coast were 
still open, but second lines of defence built 
behind them had withstood the tides, and 
the area flooded was small. In particular, 
the temporary bank protecting the village 
of Wells-next-the-Sea was not penetrated. 
The front line would be closed as soon as 
possible. The Government were pleased to 
be able to announce that Lord Waverley had 
accepted the chairmanship of the depart- 
mental committee which was being set up 
to review the lessons of the recent disaster 
and to make recommendations for the future. 
He hoped to be able to announce the names 
of the other members of the committee in 
the very near future. 

We had to restore and strengthen our sea 
defences, and to finish the task so far as 
possible before the next winter. The River 
Boards mainly concerned had been told that 
the cost of rebuilding the defences to provide 
the same standard of protection as before 
would be borne entirely by the Government 
for all works carried out by the end of 
September next; and that where an improved 
standard of protection was necessary the rate 
of grant would be a matter for negotiation 

-in some cases, for example, where special 
protection was provided for an important 
installation it would be reasonable to expect 
the undertaking concerned to make a con- 
tribution. A Bill would shortly be intro- 
duced strengthening the powers of River 
Boards to enter on lands and do works to 
restore our sea defences. Such works would 
relate not only to the repair of existing sea 
walls and the building of new ones, but 
also to the quarrying of material required 
for that work and the construction of access 
roads. The Bill would provide for the 
compulsory acquisition of land on which 
work was done, should that prove desirable. 
Between now and the end of September, 
work costing between £8 and £10m. might 
be done, and further work would be neces- 
sary thereafter. 

Woodlands in the North-East of Scotland 
suffered very heavily as a result of the recent 
gale. Altogether about 35m. cubic feet of 
timber—most of it privately owned—was 
blown down. To prevent the loss or de- 
terioration of this timber, it was_ essential 
that it should be cleared up within a period 
of not more than two years, and the 
Government were considering what arrange- 
ments could be made to facilitate the trans- 
port of the timber which could not be 
handled locally to sawmills in the South of 
Scotland for sawing and marketing. 

Many local authorities had suffered damage 
and losses and were incurring expenditure 
on a substantial scale. It would not be 
possible to deal with each claim individually, 
and at a later date there would have to be 
a general settlement between the Government 
and the local authorities which were in a 
position of special difficulty through having 
to incur expenditure on repairing flood 
damage. In that settlement the Government 
would be prepared to assist those authorities 
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which had unavoidably incurred burdens 
which were unreasonably heavy in relation 
to their resources. 

Meanwhile, in view of the magnitude of 
the disaster, the Government would reim- 
burse in full to any local authority the cost 
of restoring coast protection works to the 
condition they were in before the floods. 
ff new works had to be undertaken, as in 
some areas they would, they would rank for 
grant under the Coast Protection Act in the 
usual way. Where the expenditure on new 
works was heavy and the authority’s resources 
were small, the Government would be pre- 
pared to consider a higher rate of grant 
than was normal. The question when it 
would be possible to authorise works would 
have to be considered on each scheme in 
relation to the resources available. 

With regard to the proposals to which the 
Lord Mayor’s Fund would be put, grants 
would be made to the dependants of those 
who lost their lives, and to those whose 
houses were damaged beyond repair; grants 
would be made for the repair of other 
damaged homes and for the replacement of 
furniture, clothing and other personal pro- 
perty in the home; and assistance would also 
be given to the farmer. There would also 
be help for personal businesses. Grants 
would be made in respect of damage to, or 
loss of, the stock-in-trade or premises of 
a personal business or small partnership 
within a normal limit of £5,000. 
Unadopted Streets 

On March 17, Mr. Braine asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what financial or other help could be 
given to _ frontagers responsible for 
unadopted stréets damaged by the recent 
floods and by the subsequent passage of 
heavy vehicles engaged in the work of rescue 
and repair. 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said that the 
Government expected the local authorities 
concerned to repair the damage, and the 
cost would be taken into account in the 
settlement between them and the Govern- 
ment. 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new llth edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H, BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
this has become a standard volume 
covering in a concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.’’"—The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700 pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery 
of his subject .. . but even more on his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation. 
—The Architects’ Journal. “opin 
18s. net (by post 18s. 92.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 Nerth Audley Street, London, W.! 




















Rent Restricted Property 


On March 17, Mr. Hor asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he had any immediate plans to encourage 
the repair and improvement of rent restricted 
Property which was worth improving or 
repairing. 

Mr. MarkPLEs said that the Minister was 
not yet in a position to make a statement. 


Local Authority Contracts 


On March 17, Mr. Goucn asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would issue a circular encouraging 
local authorities to put out to public tender 
all contracts for civil engineering and road 
maintenance before resorting to the prac- 
tice of direct labour. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that section 266 of the 
Local Government Act, 1933, made plain 
Parliament’s intention that public invitation 
to tender for contracts for the execution of 
works should be the rule. The model 
Standing Orders with respect to contracts 
issued for the guidance of local authorities 
were framed to embody this principle, and 
the memorandum accompanying them 
stressed the importance of adhering to it. 
The Minister did not think that an addi- 
tional circular was required. 


Development Charges 


On March 17, Captain DUNCAN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that agreements still 
existed between property owners and the 
Central Land Board involving the liability for 
payment of development charge if there was 
a change of user; and whether he would 
make a statement as to his proposals for 
abolishing this liability. 

Mr. MarPtes said if Captain Duncan was 
referring to the arrangements for deferring 
collection of development charge on farm 
workers’ cottages, the Minister could assure 
him that no attempt would be made to 
enforce the covenants provided that the 
buildings were still in use as farm cottages 
on November 17 last. He proposed formally 
to terminate the liability in next session’s 
legislation. 


Coast Protection 


On March 17, Mr. Epwarp Evans asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how much had been expended on 
coast protection works under schemes sub- 
mitted under the Coast Protection Act, 1949; 
how much grant he kad provided since 


January, 1952, and what were the 
corresponding figures for the period 
1948-51. 


Mr. MARPLES said that the Minister had 
no record of the actual expenditure on. coast 
protection works up to date, but by the end 
of 1952 the total value of schemes approved 
for grant purposes under the Coast Protec- 
tion Act, 1949, amounted to £4,417,385. The 
grants awarded in respect of these schemes 
were: 1949, £693,000; 1950, £596,207; 1951, 
£585.150; and 1952, £593,125. 


The Mall Arches 


On March 17, Mr. Bence asked the 
Minister of Works what was the estimated 
cost of the four arches, to be erected in the 
Mall, including the lions, unicorns rampant, 
and other decorations. 

Mr. Eccies said that the four arches and 
their decorations, including experimental 
work and lighting, were expected to cost 
about £20,800. 
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Coronation Decorations 


On March 17, MR. TEELING asked the 
Minister of Works when the official decora- 
tions for the Coronation in London would 
be completed; for how long they would be 
kept up and what would be the hours of 
illumination. 

Mr. Eccies said that the decorations of 
buildings and thoroughfares for which he 
was responsible would be completed on the 
night before the Coronation. The intention 
was to begin their removal on Monday, 
June 22. From June 2 till June 21 selected 
public buildings and portions of the decora- 
tions would be floodlit from dusk till mid- 
night. 


Frontager’s Repairs 


On March 17, Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister of Works how far his regulations 
provided that the £500 licence-free allowance 
for repairs should include a_ frontager’s 
repairs to footpath and road where this was 
applicable. : 

Mr. Eccies said that where portions of 
unadopted roads or footpaths form part of 
the frontager’s property, as defined in_ the 
Control of Building Operations (No. 18) 
Order, 1952, work on those portions of the 
road or footpath came within the licence- 
free allowance for the property. 


National Theatre Site 

On March 17, SiR WAVEL’ WAKEFIELD 
asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, as representing the Lord 
President of the Council, to what extent the 
proposed change in the site for the National 
Theatre from the area adjoining Waterloo 
Bridge to that adjacent to County Hall 
would affect the scheme for developing the 
Science Centre on the South Bank; and 
whether he would make a further statement 
with regard to progress in connection with 
the latter scheme, which had already been 
approved in principle by the Government. 

Mr. Mo1rson said that the proposed 
change of site for the National Theatre 
would in no way affect the carrying out of 
the decision to build a Science Centre on the 
South Bank. The site proposed for the 
Science Centre was downstream from 
Waterloo Bridge; both the old and new 
sites for the Theatre were upstream. _As 
regarded the second part of the question, 
the planning of the Centre had had to be 
deferred in view of the need for economy. 
The Minister appreciated the importance of 
this project, which he fully intended to 
pursue when economic conditions permitted. 


Grants for Works of Art 

On March 17, Dr. BARNETT STROSS asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer what was 
the total amount of money which is avail- 
able annually to the National Art Galleries 
and museums for the purchase of works of 
art and what was the amount in 1938. 

Mr. BUTLER said that the purchase grants 
this year totalled £67,000, as compared with 
£59,000 in 1938. The total proposed for 
1953-54 was £84,000. 


Granite and Marble Imports 

On March 17, Mr. Hayman asked the 
President of the Board of Trade what had 
been the imports, in quantities and costs, of 
granite and marble, respectively, in each 
year since the war to the latest convenient 
date. 

Mr. Henry Strauss said that the follow- 
ing was the answer (see top of page): 





THE BUILOER 


IMPORTS INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM 


March 27 19§3 

















Granite | Marble 
Year Wholly or mainly | Wholly or mainiy* 
Raw in blocks manufactured | Rough or sawn manufactured 
_— —_ | —-- ee ne es 
| Tons £ Tons Tons | £ Tons | £ 
1946 121 1,398 1,109 9,064 | 2,568 | 60,817 67 | 4,137 
§ 1947 242 3,112 2,512 20,221 | 27,210 | 727,829 s7 | (2138 
1948 3,730 | 28,279 3,241 24,599 | 15,636 | 396,968 90 | 7.456 
1949 7,909 65,726 3,196 74,826 | 23,522 | 511,680 718 | 46,733 
” 1950 9,289 94,012 2,506 52,274 | 26,509 | 554,993 762 | (69,314 
1951 9,474 100,664 3,956 79,230 | 33,154 | 776,822 850 | 76,505 
1952 11,553 129,634 2,868 63,423 | 28,126 | 662,564 685 | 66,002 








* Other than works of art. 


HOSPITAL BUILDING 


Simplified Procedure for Capital 
Schemes of Under £10,000 


YHE Ministry of Health has issued a 
memorandum announcing the Minister’s 
consent to the execution by Regional Hos- 
pital Boards of Exchequer-financed building 
and civil engineering works, where the cost 
of the operation does not exceed £10,000, 
without requiring the submission of each 
scheme separately for formal approval; and 
describing a new procedure for allotting 
starting dates to such works. The memoran- 
dum also gives information on the new limits 
within which building works may be under- 
taken without licence or authorisation under 
the terms of the Control of Building Opera- 
tions (No. 18) Order. 1952 (SI 1952 No. 
2111). 

The memorandum states that the Minister 
has been reviewing the procedure for author- 
ising Regiona] Hospital Boards and Boards 
of Governors to undertake capital works, 
and has decided that the time has come to 
give fuller effect to the principle that such 
works should only be submitted for indi- 
vidual scrutiny as a prerequisite of authorisa- 
tion if the cost is more than £10,000. The 
new procedure does not apply to building 
work financed from endowment funds, which 
requires a licence if it is outside the normal 
licensing limits of £500 for ordinary work 
or £2,000 in the case of “ designated build- 
ings.” Further, if a project, the cost of which 
is given in the capital estimates as £10,000 
or less, turns out later to cost more than this 
sum, the Minister’s approval must be sought 
in the ordinary way. Similarly, approval 
will be required for modifications to an under- 
£10,000 project that will bring it above this 
sum. The Minister will, however, still wish 
to be consulted about projects costing under 
£10,000 which in his view present “ special 
problems.” 

Proposed new works costing between 
£1,000 and £10,000 will need to be clearly 
distinguished as such in the capital estimates. 
In addition it will be for the Board concerned 


—_—_. 
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to ensure that planning permission is obtained 
for each project. 

A special procedure is required for dwell- 
ing houses and residential accommodation, 
both for new work and for conversion. 
Application for a starting date is not neces- 
sary, but it is essential that particulars be 
notified to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. Boards should accord- 
ingly submit proposals costing £1,000 to 
£10,000 to the Ministry of Health, which will 
then arrange for the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government to be notified of the 
proposal. 

On the capital estimates for 1953-54, the 
memorandum states that, in view of the 
experience of the previous year, and of 
the limited departmental allocation for the 
coming financial year, the Minister feels 
obliged to emphasise that he can hold out 
no hope that it will be possible to authorise, 
within the Departmental programme, excess 
capital expenditure over approved estimates 
for 1953-54, and he asks all Boards to keep 
their programmes under close review from 
the outset so as to ensure that the approved 
estimate is not exceeded. 


NEW STREETS ACT 
Obstacle to Housing Progress 


THE narrow interpretation by many loca! 
authorities of the New Streets Act was slow- 
ing down private house-building progress in 
their areas, said Mr. WILFRED HorsFALL. 
President of the National Federation, at the 
annual meeting of the Nottingham and Dis- 
trict Association of Building Trades Employ- 
ers on March 25. “In this respect,” he 
continued, “I am glad to note that the 
Nottingham Corporation, following discus- 
sions between it and the local Association 
of Building Trades Employers, is, as con- 
templated by the New Streets Act, making 
full use of the provisions of the Public 
Health Act of 1875. In effect, this saves the 
builder from having to deposit large sums 
at a time when he needs the money to 
finance the actual building of the houses.” 


OPERATIVES’ WAGE CLAIM 
Woodworkers Favour Arbitration 


MEMBERS of the Amalgamated Society o! 
Woodworkers have decided by a large 
majority against strike action on the building 
industry’s claim for 6d. an hour increase. A 
ballot showed that 36,207 members were in 
favour of the claim being submitted to 
arbitration and 6,678 in favour of withdrawa! 
of labour. 

It is understood that the other building 
trade unions affiliated tc the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives 
which are holding ballors on the action to 
be adopted in view ci the employers 
rejection of the 6d, wage claim, will make 
known the results of their ballots to the 
NFBTO at the end of the month. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents) 

{ustralia-~—-The demands in Australia for 
fine writing and printing papers has led to 
plans by Associated Pulp and Paper Mills, 
Ltd.. of Burnie, Tasmania, to instal new 
plant and extend its existing pulp mill in 
order to increase output. The company re- 
cently made an issue of ordinary shares to 
raise a sum of £1,081,194 to pay for these 
extension plans. 

An Australian Dutch Company, Concrete 
Developments Pty., Ltd., is to build 1,000 
concrete houses in Brisbane, Queensland. 
First buildings under a £750,000 Housing 
Commission contract are now being erected 
n the Coopers Plains district. Last year the 
company commenced to mass-produce 
cement foundation and wall blocks and 
cement roofing tiles. It imports joinery, 
plumbing fittings and glass required for the 
buildings direct from Holland. 


*British West Indies——Messrs. Ewan D. 
Macdougall, Ltd., 20, Church-street, King- 
ston. are desirous of securing agency repre- 
sentation for Jamaica, for Kerosene cookers 
and Kerosene water heaters; combined or 
single units. All inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, ext. 2502. 


East Africa-—-The East African Portland 
Cement Company has agreed in principle to 
go ahead with the construction of a complete 
cement works near Sultan Hamud, about 100 
miles south-east of Nairobi, capable of 
producing 100,000 tons of cement a year. 
The est. cost is £1,500,0C0. The decision 
was taken during the visit to Kenya of Mr. 
N. M. Jensen, chairman and managing direc- 
tor of the holding company, the Tunnel 
Portland Cement Company, of Britain. 


Vexico—The largest iron and _ steel 
works in Mexico called Cia. Fundidora de 
Fierro y Acero de Monterray, S.A., has 
been granted a $45m. credit from the U.S. 
Export/Import Bank for expansion and 
modernisation of plant. Much building 
work is expected within th> next 10 years. 

A 36m. sulphur plant is to be constructed 
in Jaltipan according to the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. This scheme has been under dis- 
cussion for a long time and it now looks as 





President of Mexico has also approved the 
spending of 100m. pesos, about £5m, on 
the Papaloapan Valley project. Work will 
— completion of dams and other public 
Works 

\ Swedish firm is making arrangements 
'or the establishment of a nylon yarn plant 

— through the firm Beijer Conti- 
nental, $.A, 


Vorway.—The Board of the Development 
Fund for North Norway has decided to 
transter £500,000 to banks in that territory 
'o increase credit facilities for the starting 
ot new enterprises and the expansion of 
existing ones. 

[he Norwegian Council for Technical Re- 
scarch is to sponsor a Research Centre at 
Blindern near Oslo. A sie has been given 

» the Government, and it is hoped to start 
ouilding this year. The project is estimated 
© cost about £600,000. A number of insti- 
tutes are also to build their own labora- 
tories at the new Centre, among them being 
‘ne Paper Industry Research Institute, the 
‘ cement and Concrete Institute, the Electrical 
\iaterials Control and the Electricity Supply 
Research Institute. 





“From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 


rmation Service. 
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Southern Rhodesia.—Building of the 
largest bulk grain store in Southern Africa 
will begin at Aspindale, near Salisbury, S. 
Rhodesia, some time this year. The scheme 
is to provide storage for half a million bags 
of grain and will cost in the region of 
£375,000. The Grain Marketing, Board, 
under which the project falls, has called for 
tenders for the building of the storage 
bins, and some of the equipment has already 
been ordered, so it seems as though this 
large project will definitely go into opera- 
tion in the time stated. The bins will be of 
concrete and will be 21 ft. in diameter and 
70 ft. high. Fifty acres of land for this task 
were acquired by the Grain Marketing 
Board two years ago. 

The Southern Rhodesian Government has 
accepted the fact that the Kumalo airport 
near Bulawayo is a temporary airport and an 
alternative site for a new national airport 
north-east of the city has been bought. The 
new site is 11 miles out of Bulawayo on 
the Lonely Mine road and was carefully 
surveyed and selected for airport purposes. 
No detailed figures are available, as the air- 
port has not yet been designed, nor is it 
known when work will start 

The Salisbury City Council will now pro- 
vide the money on next year’s esiimates for 
the first part of the cost of the large new 
City Hall on the present racecourse site. The 
City Architect is to be instructed to provide 
plans of the possible design. The idea of 
buying the 3,000-seat Centenary Theatre for 
this purpose has been abandoned because it 
was a prefabricated building and could not 
be expected to be a permanent structure. 

Africans will help to finance the establish- 
ment of an all-African College to be built at 
a cost of £25,000 in the Chiota Reserve about 
11 miles from Marandellas. The college 
will be built in stages as money becomes 
available. The first section will cost 
£15,000. 

Sweden.—A new power station, the largest 
to be built in Sweden, will be completed by 
1959 according to plans just put forward by 
the Swedish State Power Board. Situated 
at Stornorrfors, on the Ume River in North 
Sweden, it is to have a capacity of 375,000 
kw and an annual output of 2,200 million 
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kwh, or 200 million kwh more than that of 
the country’s largest hydraulic plant so far, 
the 350,000 kw Harspranger station above 
the Arctic Circle opened last year. The 
Stornorrfors plant will have a head of 240 
feet. This will be attained by utilising three 
existing rapids and by building a large dam 
and a number of supplementary dams. A 
1}-mile feeder canal will supply water to the 
three generator aggregates to be installed in 
a large underground hal] blasted in the solid 
rock. Cost of this project, some details of 
which were mentioned in our issue of March 
20, is £13,700,000. Future plans of the State 
Power Board comprise plants of smaller 
types as well... . A town plan for Greater 
Stockholm which has just been made public 
foresees a population of $00,000 in the early 
nineteen-sixties, when all available building 
space will probably have been taken into 
use. The cost of this vast project is estimated 
at £151,700,000. The central business and 
administrative district is expected § to 
encroach considerably on the residential 
areas. Whereas the immediate surrounding! 
are calculated to retain their characteristics 
of “dormitory suburbs ” the outlying urban 
districts are to be provided with industries 
and other business opportunities of their 
own. This envisages construction of fac- 
tories of a varied type. Further news of this 
very big replanning scheme for a major 
European city should be available soon when 
fuller details will be printed. 


*USA—The British Consulate-General 
in San Francisco is arranging a stand, where 
commercial inquiries about UK goods may 
be answered, at the San Francisco World 
Trade Fair to be held this year from June 
24 to 28 at the Palace Hotel, San Francisco. 
Linked with this stand will be a comprehen- 
sive display of British consumer goods on 
sale at the present time in the San Francisco 
area. UK manufacturers of consumer 
goods who wish to take advantage of this 
opportunity for publicity should instruct 
their agents in the area to get in touch with 
the British Consulate-Gencral, San Francisco 
4, California. The Exhibitions and Fairs 
Branch of the Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds - road, London, WCI1. (Tel: 
Chancery 4411, Ext. 436) welcome any 
inquiries about the UK Exhibit. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Bolt and Nut Prices Decontrolled 


THE Minister of Supply has made an Order 
terminating, with effect from March 23, the 
statutory control of maximum prices for 
steel bolts, nuts, screws and rivets. When 
the control is removed, the manufacturers 
concerned intend, with the agreement of the 
Minister, to revise their prices. The overall 
effect will be a net saving to consumers of 
approximately £250,000 per annum. 


Import Restrictions Eased 


As announced in Parliament on Monday 
by Mr. Thorneycroft, President of the Board 
of Trade, the Government has decided to 
make a number of relaxations, dating from 
March 25, in the restrictions on imports 
from Western European and certain other 
foreign countries, which were imposed in 
November, 1951, and March, 1952. 

The Board of Trade’s list of goods which 
will be restored to open general trade licence 
from these countries includes: Carpets, furni- 
ture, plate and sheet glass, roofing tiles, 
rough marble, raw cork and cork manufac- 
tures. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Cencrete Panels 


Designed for use in the construction of 
prefabricated concrete fences, garages and 
general buildings is the “ Westwood” con- 
crete panel manufactured by “ W” Prefabri- 
cated Concrete Buildings, Pedmore-road, 
Woodside, near Dudley. It is understood to 
have proved economical because it is per- 
manent and requires no maintenance. It 
has a close weather-board appearance, and 
is fitted into reinforced slotted concrete 
posts. The finish is smooth and glossy and 
all edges are clearly defined. The over- 
lapping of the panels is to increase their 
weatherproof qualities. Window frames are 
designed and made of precast concrete to suit 
the buildings, and in the case of a garage 
the roofing is of asbestos “ Trafford ” sheets. 
For fencing purposes the panel can be made 
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in heights ranging from 104 ins. to 8 ft. 1 in., 
and finished with a coping 44 ins. by 23 ins. 
When completed, the structures can be 
painted any colour to match the surround- 
ings. 


Stain-proofing Stone Buildings 


The whole of the external stonework of 
the Time-Life building (illustrated in our 
issue Of March 6) was treated, we are 
informed, with RIW No. 110 damp-resisting 
composition for stone and marble which was 
applied to give a thorough and permanent 
stain- and damp-proofing treatment. The 
makers are the RIW Protective Products 
Co., Ltd., 325, Whitehorse-road, Croydon. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. T. SHERIDAN INNES has, after 14 years’ service 
with Duresco Products, Ltd., returned to his former 
profession as business consultant. In this capacity he is 
continuing a connection with Duresco Products, Ltd., as 
consultant regarding their Press publicity, space adver- 
tising, etc. 


Crompton Parkinson, Ltd., announce that Mr 
C. A. J, Martin, GC, MC, BA, AMICE, general sales 
manager of the plant division home sales, Mr. M. H. L 
Lewis, MA‘ (Oxon), assistant to the works director 
(south), and Mr. MICHAEL PARKINSON, MA (Cantab), 
assistant to the works director (north) have been co-opted 
to the Board of Executive Directors for a period of one 
year 


THE BUILDER 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cancellation of RIBA Lecture 


Owing to the death of Dr. C. Roland 
Woods, there will be no Science Lecture at 
the RIBA,on Tuesday, April 21. Dr. Woods 
was to have read a paper on “ Building 
Legislation—a Help or a Hindrance.” 


Builder’s Estate 


Mr. E. J. Bryant, of Knowle, Warwick- 
shire, late chairman and managing director 
of C. Bryant and Son, Ltd., building and 
civil engineering contractors, left £72,714. 


Plasterers’ Award 


The Crombie Trophy of the Plasterers’ 
National Joint Advisory Committee has this 
year been won by the Liverpool College of 
Building, and the trophy, a silver plaque, 
was recently presented to the school at a 
ceremony at the Liverpool Education 
Offices. The award is given for the best 
results by students in the City and Guilds 
of London Institute examinations last year. 


EJMA Council Meeting 


Mr. W. E. Adams, JP, FCIS, the presi- 
dent of the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association, took the chair at a recent meet- 
ing of the Council. Amongst other matters 
discussed were the conditions of sale for 
joinery, the Codes of Practice for Buildings, 
the recently inaugurated Modular Society, 
the use of hardwood for joinery and the 
question of the freer use of softwood. The 
president also reported on negotiations which 
were taking place with regard to hardboard 
supplies for 1953. 
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Glasgow Development Plan Inquiry 


Foor the purposes of the public inquiry 

into the City of Glasgow Development 
Plan, the city has been divided into seven 
geographical areas. Each area, and the 
objections relating to it, will be dealt with 
in turn. Areas in the order in which they 
will be taken are shown on a map, available 
in the Town Clerk’s Office, City Chambers, 
Glasgow. 

This and other procedural information is 
contained in a letter sent to each objector 
by Mr. James Walker, QC, the Commis- 
sioner appointed by the Secretary of State 
to conduct the inquiry, which opens in the 
Judiciary Courts, Glasgow, on Tuesday, 
April 7. 

The inquiry will open with a statement 
by the counsel conducting the case for the 
local authority, explaining the development 
plan, with special reference to the objections 
and representations lodged. Questions on 
this statement will be allowed. Objectors 
will then be asked to put forward their case 
and the local authority will be invited to give 
evidence in rebuttal of the objections. Any 
evidence led by, or on behalf of, objectors 
or the local authority will be on oath and 
subject to cross-examination. 

In his letter, the Commissioner says that 
he is prepared to receive representations at 
the inquiry from any interested person who 
thinks the proposed procedure should be 
modified, and that he retains the power to 
alter it in detail to meet circumstances which 
may arise at the inquiry. 


Management Conference 


FOLLOWING the successful first Scottish 
Management Conference, held at Gleneagles 
in April last year, the British Institute of 
Management has arranged a second confer- 
ence for the benefit of its members, associates 
and subscribers in Scotland, including mem- 
bers of the Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Management Association, members of the 
Edinburgh and East of. Scotland Manage- 
ment Association, and corporate members 
of the Institute of Industrial Administration 
Although primarily intended for Scottish 
members, members and subscribers from 
other parts of the United Kingdom will be 
welcome. The attention of the Conference. 
which is to take place from April 10-12, 
will be focussed on the future, the main 
subjects for discussion being: Forecasting the 
Market, New Tools of Production, and Ra's 
ing the Next Generation of Management 

Full details of the Conference programme 
and arrangements can be obtained from th« 
Institute at Management House, 8, Hill-strec' 
Wi. 


J. Taylor Thomson, FRIAS 


Mr. James Taylor Thomson, partner 
James Taylor Thomson and M’Crea, arch 
tects, of Bath-street, Glasgow, has died. aged 
65. He was president of Glasgow Art Club 
He was associated with the building of ‘'- 
John’s, Renfield, in Kelvindale, and of some 
of the 1938 Empire Exhibition buildings '” 
Bellahouston, Glasgow. He trained for eiz! 
years in New York under Bertram Goodhue 
and was responsible for a number © 
churches built there. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen..Corporation proposes to erect 100 
and a number of shops on the Spring-gdns. 
for which the architect is Alexander B. 
er (F), Municipal Offices, Broad-st.. The 
( gate, Aberdeen. 
_ Oumiriesshire.—Plans to be prepared for a 
ouses to be erected at Beatiock and other districts. 


} +s 
jUst 





4 ect is George Bartholomew (F), County- 
ws.. Dumfries. 

Lor ogee in hand for alterations and 

additions for Gardner & Greenshbields, Lid., at 


Pollockshaws-rd., for which the architect is A. D. 
Holmes, 79, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians in . the ‘hands of their own 
de=wgners for new workshops, warehouse and other 
offices which are to be erected at Closeburn-st., 
Possiipark, for the City Glass Co., Lid., West 
Graham-st., Charing Cross, Giasgow. 

Glasgow. Pians prepared for new buildings to 
be erected at the Larkfield garage, for which the 
sngineers are the Transport Staff, Transport House, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new pumping étation 
to be constructed aj Drumchapel, Dumbartonshire, 
) vhich the engineer is James MacMillan 
Riddet, Master of Works Offices, Municipal-chbrs., 
George-sq., Giasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for 90 houses at 
Guarthamiock, for which the architect is Archibald 
G. Jury (EF), Housing Offices, The Trongate. 
47 lasgow. 

race —Pians in hand for alterations and addi- 

for ‘Ronald N. and Leslie S. Morrison to be 

carried ut at Great Western-rd., Kelvinside. The 

chitects are Launcelot H. Ross & Partners (F & 
‘A) . 19, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
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THE BUILDER 


Plans in hand for extensions to build- 
ings at Dobbies Loa Loan, Parliamentary-rd., for which 
the architects are Steel & Co. a lyde Works), Lid., 
27-41, Dobbies Loan, Glasgow 

G .—Pians in hand for new communit ty halls 
at Shafton-rd., for which the architect is Andrew 
Shearer, 67, Ashby-cres., Glasgow. 

G —Pians in hand for new patiern Copant- 
ment, also storage building, at Holmfauid-rd., 
Govan, for Alexander Stephens & Sons, Lid., ship- 
bui iders, Linthouse. The architects are Hugh 
Fraser & Partners, 3, Blainbeth-terr., Burnside, 
Rutherglen. 

Glasgow. Plans in the hands of their own archi- 

tects for new canteen buildings to be erected at 
Marine-st., for Smith & MacLean, Lid.. 197 . West 
George-st., Glasgow. 
: Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the Alexandria 
Transport Co., Lid., for new offices and storage 
building at The Parade, Dennistoun. for which the 
architects are Cullen, Lochhead & Brown (F), 119, 

Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

awick.—Dean of Guild Court has approved a 
petition by Roxburgh €.C for warrant to erect an 
additional block for technical subjects at Hawick 
High School at an est. cost of £13,500 

Lanarkshire.Plans to be prepared for new 
houses and shops at the Markethill housing site 
for the East Kilbride Development Corporation. 
The architect is Donald Reay (F), Torrence House, 
East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans to be prepare d for new offices 
and showrooms for Glenboig. for which ® aroji- 
tects are X. & J. Reid, 48, Chapel Bank Gienboig 

Moreton,— Dumfriesshire C.C. to have plans pre- 
pared for £10,000 addition to the Academy, their 
architect being George Bartholomew (F.), County- 
chbrs., Dumfries. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
hb» found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
ous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts stil] open but not included 
n this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number The dates 
it the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
ussion of tenders; a dagger (ft) denotes closing 
jate for applications; the hame and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
he obtained 


BUILDING 


MARCH 20. 
Birmingham City C.—72 Sane. Hob Moor- 

i, South Yardley. City E. 

APRIL : 
gen ge pi wee Auth.—Police houses at Chi 
th, near 1ampton; Ibsley, near Ringwood ; 

i Havant palied station. County A., Winchester 
Dep. £1 ls. each 

APRIL 2. 

Blyth R.D.C.—Six houses and four bungalows at 
Suxtead Green. H. Lovell, architect Counci 
Mtices, Rendham-rd., Saxmundham. Dep. £2 2s 

APRIL 4, 
Dreitwich B.C.—-56 houses and three shops with 
late er. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Escex C.C.—Ambulance station, Horse Show 
Ground, Lexden-rd., Colchester. County A., Chelms- 


APRIL 7. 
Somerset €.C.—School, Keynsham, County A 
irk-st., Taunton Dep. £2 2a. 
’Staines U.D.C.—12 shops with flats and 6 flats 
zston-rd. estate. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
Thurrock U.D.C.—23 flats at Chadwell St. Mary. 
Poole, Clerk of Council. 


APRIL 8. ; 
Bristol City ©.—Primary sch. at West Town-ia 
hag zton City A. Dept. £2 2s. Tenders by) 


APRIL 9. 
Portsmouth City 0.—c6 houses, Leigh Park. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
Portsmouth City C.—48 flats and aeeioonatien, 
sat. C. A. Jolliffe & Partners, 35, Kingst 
>.. North End. Dep. £3 3s. 
“tWest Ham BC.—13 flats and nine maisonettes 
Disraeli-ré., E.7, contract 183. Boro’ A., 70, West 
Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 10. 
Preston T.C.—22 ag on three separate sites 
KBE & 8. Dep. 
Wwaylana R.D.C. _* ee and site works. Hez. 
licer and Drainage E. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 13, 
"* Birmingham City Cc. —Completion of St. Martin's 
4 Market and underground car-park in Edgbas- 
Martin Martin & W. H. Ward, 106. Colmore- 
Birmingham 3. 
“Rughy B.C.—Store cattle sale ring. Cattle 
Burford House, Church-walk. Dep. 


Saltburne and Marske-by-the-Sea U.D.C. -- 12 


houses on “The Parkway.” Marske-rd. housing 
scheme. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*“Shetheld City C.—56 dwellings, Hemper-la. estate, 
Greenhill. J. L. Womersley Dep. £2. 

Wetherby R.D.C.—14 houses at Woodacre Green, 
Bardsey 4. Steel & Owen, architects, 89, Albion- 
st., Lex 

APRIL 14. 

Aylesbury R. D.C. 2 dwellings at Whitchurch. 
R. White, architect, 4, Te neous Dep. £3 3 

Havant and Waterloo U.D.C.—Eig'st flats at Pur 
brook housing estate (section “ye E. & 8S. Dep 
L353 3 
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Keighley T.C.—14 houses at Colne-rd. estate, Oak- 
Boro’ A £2. 


worth. 
Lieyn R.D.C. th houses at a R. 
Roberts, Clerk, Metro-bldgs., Pwilheli. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Luton BC.—Extension Ramridge i. sch. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
Penybont R.D.C.—2 houses at Cot Farm housing 
site, Cefn Cribbwr. M. Matthew, surveyor, — 
bont Offices, Coity-rd., Bridgend. Dep. £22 2 


APRIL 16. 
“Horsham U_D.C.— pone i and Le ary 
to 51 houses, Oak-iil! estate. P. Ridd & &. 


8C.— Bowls BR Fo Ef re- 
creation ground. Boro’ A., Town Planning Officer, 
93/105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 1s. 


APRIL 16. 
— dweilings at Green-la. B.E. & 
a3 


S. Dep 

Walsall iy ¥ Anal maisoneties at Bath-st. B.E. 
& 8. Dep. 

West pa R. D.C.—-100 houses on a 
Hothfield Common, Ashford, Kent. J 
16-18, High-st., Canterbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 17. 

“Chingford 8.C.—Houxe. store and paved yard, 
Old Church-rd. estate. B.E. & &., olmieigh,’ 
Ridgeway-rd. Dep, £1 1s. 

APRIL 20 

*Devizes ADC.—18 houses, The Pound, 
Edwards & Webster, architects, 10, St. 
Chippenham. Dep. 21. 

*“Maidon BC.—38 houses at St. Peter’s-ave. hous- 
ng site. BE. Dep. £2 28 

edditeh U.D.C.—56 houses at Baichiey estate. 
E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*York City C.—T wo blocks of elderly people's dwell- 
ings, Thorn Nook, Muncaster, and hairdresser’s 
shop with flat over, Tostig-ave. E. Firth (F.), City 
4., 8. St. Leonard’s-pi. Dep. 23 and £2, respec- 


tively. 
APRIL 21. 
*Bournemouth BC.—18 bungalows at West Howe 
estate; eight bungalows at Leybourne estate and 
three houses at inson estate. Boro’ A. Dep 


£2 2s. 
*tWest Sussex CC.—School, 
Chichester, Cty. A., Chichester. 
APRIL 22. 
“Chelmsford B.C.—(1) Six shops and 26 flats 
Chigna!l estate; (2) refreshment pavilion, Centra 


orion of 
Mann, 


Bromham. 
Mary-st.. 


Tangmere, near 


Park: (3) dressing accommodation, swimming 
baths, Waterloo-la. B.E. S. & Arch. Dep. £2 2 
eacn, 

*“Hambledon R.D.C.--18 dwellings, Hartegrove 


site, Chiddingfold. E. & S., Bury Fields, Guildford 


Dep. £3 38 
APRIL 27. 
*aidershot 8.C.—Pair of houses, Gloucester-rd 
B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 30. 


Government of Northern Iretand. aig my out of 
harbour improvement works at Kilkeel, Co. Down 
Ministry of Finance, Room 12, Law Courts-didg., 
May-st., Beifast. Dep. £10. 

NO DATE. 

*tBristot City C.—Inclusion in list of contractors 

for sch. building projects during the year. City A 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 9. 
Heating installations in 70 flats 


“Glasgow Corpn.- 
Trongate 


ut Sannox-court. Hsg. Dept., 2, 


Glasgow, C.1. 
APRIL 10. 
*Croydon B.C.—-Externa! 
Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. 
APRIL 11. 
*+Swansea BC.—Heating. etc., 


painting houses 


Dep. £1 1s 


at Penlau Muiti 


lateral School. Boro’ A Dep. £2. 
APRIL 13. 
*Twickenham 8C6.-External painting of %& 


houses on Longford River estate, 56 on General Roy 
estate and 48 BISF houses on Butts Farm estat 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 17. : 
*Creydon 8.C.—Externa] painting requimtioned 
and miscellaneous properties Housing Manager 
71, Park-la. Dep. £1 1s. 
APRIL 22. 
"East Riding C.C.--Steel and wooden roher 
shutters and folding sliding doors, et Deowffie kt 
County secondary schoo!. County A., Beveriey 


} 


*Hambiedon R&.D.C.—External painting ‘164 
houses. E. & S., Bury Fié@ids, Guildford Dep 
£1 Ils 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


APRIL 7. 
tCrediton U.D.C.—Site preparati om on Butts Park 
estate F. Beech & E. Curnow Cooke FPL.RIBA 
15, Dix’s Field, Exeter. Dep. £2 2 
APRIL 3. F 
+ Burnham-on-Sea U.D.C.—Waierworks. to include 
900.000-galls. reservoir, at Brent Knoll J. Danbar 
' % i 
On oe as. -Pumping station, Milford 
Water E., Mount-st. 
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APRIL 16. : 
Cambridge City C.—Surface dressing of carriage 
ways. City 8., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2. 
Norwich City C..8,000 yde. concrete approach road 


to sewage disposal works at Whitlingham. City 
E Dep ao 8 
APRIL 13. 
Bradtord City C.-oncrete sewers for Heaton 


fod relief scheme. City E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Devizes B.C.—Acdvance preparation of sil 
worth Park estate BS. & W.E., The Chequers 
Devizes. Dep. £2 2s 
Keighley B.C.—Advance preparation of housing 
site at Thwaites Brow. Ke st ay B.E.’s Offic: 
CoLlege-st 
Northwich U.D.C.-- Roads 
rd. EK. &S. Dep. £22 
Nertinsteh U.D.C.—F ina! 
Olid Hall housing estate. E. & 8. 
York City C. Reconstruction of 
Heworth. City E. & 8., 7, St. Leonard’s-pl. 
APRIL 15. 
Bridge-Blean R.D.C.—ittiebourne main drainag 
:. & S.. Council Offices, Old Dover-rd., Canterbury 
Dep £2 2s 
Moddesdon U.D.C.--Making-up of (1) The Drive 


and sewers at Belmont 


road works on Leftwich 
Dep. £2 2 

Fourth ave 

Dep. £3 





(part): (2) Dorchester-ave E. 4&8 Dep. £1 1s 
each cas 
APRIL 16. 

Malifax C.B.—'onstruction of 100,000-gals. res 
voir at Ogden Kirk, Halifa W.E., Gibbet-hi 
Halifax Dep £2 2s 

APRIL 18. 

Basidon U.D.. toads and sewers at the Grov 
extension Cierk of the Council 

en and us omer egy Regis B.C.—Roads ani 
Rew! Horse Lynch housing estate, part I 
B.E.. 6, ‘Pulte: 1 y-bidgs.. Wes mouth Dep £2 2s 

APRIL 20. 


North Devon Water Board.—Laying of water 


mains between Drewsteignion ~ Tedburn §St 
Mary via Cheriton Cross Rofe & R: “ty, ch — 
civ engineers, 3, Victoria-t Weetm nater, S.W.1 
Dep. £2 2 

_Trure City C.—Roads and sewers at Malabar 


ate, stage 31. City E. & 8. Dep. £3 3 
“Welwyn ——o City Dev. Corpn.—Koads and 
sewers in ™ ? Area Deve opment Chief E.'s 


South-Eas rea, Ollie Care angen-la 


APRIL 21. 
core 8. C. Laying Water mains. B.E.’s Dept 
Seaf Ios Bivth Dep £2 2s. 
Reading c.B. Roads and sewers on the St 
kael’s housing estate—site No. 4. B.S., Town 
Ha De p. 22 2s 
APRIL 22. 


South Devon Water Board. 
from Pound House, Stoke 
Dartmo Board’s Ek 
£1 Ils 

APRIL 25. 

Okehampton R.D.C.—Sewage 


13 miles of pipe mains 
Fieming, to Week Mill, 
Churston House, Kinge- 





disposal works at 


1 Zea Lemon & Bilizard, 1. Gienside, 
Co lege-a ve Mannamead Piymouth. Dep. £3 3s 
APRIL 27. 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D.C.-Construction of exten- 
sions to Queniborough sewage disposal works. 
A. P. 1. Cotterell & Son, engineers, 54, Victoria-st., 
Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 28. 
we R.D.C.--Sewerage and sewage disposal 
we Nayland with Wissington. — Sandford 


Pomeets & Pturs.. 53, 
a = 


Victoria-st., S.W.1 Dep. 


MAY 2. 
Ampthill and Newport Pagnell R.D.C.—Sewace 


Sposal works at Aspley Guise, contract No. 2 
Lemon & Blizard, 59, Tufton-st., Westmins ster, 
S.W.l. Dep, £3 3s. 

MAY 4. 

Truro R.D.C.—Construction of 16,000 gals. pre 

essed concré elevated tank and ancillary works 


it Trewartha G 
rineer, Trevemper 


Osmand, 
Lodge, 


AMICE, consultant en 
Trevemper Bridge, New 





Dep. £2 2 
MAY 18. 

Hogsmill Valley Joint Sewerage Board.—Sewax: 
treatment works, contract ] J. Taylor & S 
Artilery House Artillery-row, Victoria‘st.. S.W 
Dep. £1 

NO DATE. 


Cambridge City C.—Resurfacing of 


bit carriageways 
City E. & S.. The Guildhall. 


Dep. £3 3s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 

Croydon. —ReneveLopment.—Proposals made by 
R. Cromie, FRIBA. 10. Mane} ester-sq., W.1, on 
behalf of South Croydon Investments. Ltd.. include 
the demolition of 119-121, High-st. and “ Wrencote 














High-st., and the erection of a block of offices and 
shops on the land. Hsg. Comm. have agreed in 
principle 

Groydon.—Hovsrs.—Erection of two detached 


houses at 42 and 44, Castlemaine-ave 
Mrs. Felix Singer, 46. Castlemaine-ave 
T.P. permission subject to approval! 


. proposed by 
has received 
of detailed 


plans : 
Groydon.- SHowroom —Proposals have been made 
by A. C. Whyte (Croydon). Lid., 114, Whitehorse-rd 


to erect adjoining showroom premises 
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Croydon.—Exrexsions.—Extension to Food Pro- 
duction Centre at 22 and 23, Progress-way proposed 
by T. C. West, London Transport Executive, 160, 
Chilternct., Baker-st., N.W.1, has been granted 
T.P. permission subject to approval of detailed 
ywans. 

; Croydon, nvRcH Hatt.—tT.P. 
ranted permission to the Superintendent Minister 


Comm, have 


and Trust ees, Addiscombe Methodist Church, c/o 
Zi, eye House, 19, Cavendish-sq., W.1, to 
erect a church hall at the Methodist Church, Lower 
Add iscombt ra i 
Croydon.—-Wrenovuse Extension.—T.P. permission 
has en granted to Vernon Powell, Lid., 43, 
Selsdon-rd., to extend their warehouse premises. 
Croydon. ~Factory Extensions.—Proposed exten 
ons to their factory at Canterbury-rd. by 
(Balham), Ltd., Grange Mills, 


Chapman & Co 
Weir-rd., S.W.12, have received T.P. consent. 

Croydon.—F actory.—T.P. consent has been given 
to reconstruction by W. Harris (Eng.), Ltd., of 
their factory premises in renee: 

Croydon. —ScnHoo._s.—Educ. Comm, recommend the 
inclusion in 1964-36 educational building poereme 
of the following schemes: completion of Lanfranc 
Sec. Boys’ School, est. cost. £157,000; completion of 
South Cr aon Sec. Mixed School, est. cost £151,885 ; 
» John Newnham Sec. Mod. School, est. 
ost £39,000; and erection of St. Mary’s R.C. See 
Mi xed School, £95,040. 

Hammersmith.—FLAts AND 
has been given to erection of 20 flats for 





#Xlensio 


Marsonettes.—L.C.C, 


yppr Ova, 

B.C. at 13-17, Syeamore-gdns., W.6. Plans prepared 

by E. Berry Webber, FRIBA, 3, Gordon-sq., W.C.1 
Hammersmith.—Hovuses.--B.C. is to erect 12 


houses on site of 83, Chancellors-rd., W.6, and two 
} Tunis-rd., W.12. 

- Matsonettes. —- B.C. have no 
Maxwell Gray 


ouses at 7-13 
Hammersmith. 
ebjection to erection proposed ‘by 
ARIBA, 15, Red Lion-sq., W.C.1, of eight maison 
ettes on site 8-14, Westwick-gdns,, W.14. 
Holborn.—Aprpointment.—Hsg. Comm. recommend 
the appointment of Oswald Parratt FRICS, 
Adelaide House, London Bridge, E.C.4, as quantity 
surveyor, and W. V. Zinn, MCons E, 172, Bucking 
ham Palace-rd., S.W.1, as consulting engineer, for 
the Tybalds<lose extension scheme 
Holborn.—Orrices.—An office building of 57,000 
sq. ft. area, to be known as ‘‘ Sentinel House,” is 
to be erected shortly at corner of Southampton-row 
and Theobalds-rd W.C.1, opposite Liverpool 
Victoria Friendly Society Building. The owners, 
Marcus Securities (Kingsway), Ltd., %, Park-la., 
W.1, are to announce the architect shortly. 
islington.—APpProInTMENT.—Hsg. Comm. recommend 
the appointment of F. G. Windsor. MIStructF, as 


structural consaltant for the Mildmay Centre 
housing scheme. 

Lambeth.—Hovusinc.—Hsg. Comm. have approved 
proposals by Wornum & Playne, FF.RIBA, 19, 
Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1, for stage IV develop- 


The sche me provides 
accommoda- 


ment of site No. 1, Wyvil-rd. T 
for 14 flats, cider house with residentia 


tion and the reinstatement of “ Br ad! ey Arms’ 
PH 
Lambeth.—DerveLopmMent.—Detailed proposals sub- 


War ~~ & Ptnrs., archi- 
for deve lopme nt of site 


mitted had Gollins, Me! vin, 
tects, 21, Russell-sq., W.C. 
No. 26 esentale 12. by erection of 132 flafs and 
%) houses have been approved by Hsg. Comm. 
Lewisham.—Pertro. Station.—Proposals have been 
made by T. P. Bennett & Son, architects. 43, 





Bloomsbury-sq., W.C.1, to reinstate petro! filling 
station on site of No. 1, Albion-way and land 
adjoining 

Paddington.—Hovusinc Devetopment.—In addition 


to the Marylands-rd. site, Hs¢. Comm. have selected 
the following temporary house sites for subse- 
quent permanent housing development; Nos. 10-18 
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‘even), Aldridge-rd. Villas; 
Edbrooke-rd ; Nos. 169-175 (odd), 
Nos. 1-7 (odd), St. Luke’s-rd. ; Nos. 29-39 (odd)! 
Warlock-rd.; Nos. 49-63 (odd), Lanark-rd. They 
are to proceed first with the Marylands-rd. scheme 
for the rehousing of residents from the other six 
sites; this should enable the permanent develop. 
ment of these six sites to proceed simultaneous): 


Nos, 12 even), 
Kilburn” Park-nd. . 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnard Castie.—RDC will place contract shortly 
for erection of 4 houses at Evenwood and 3 at 
Gainford. Council's A. is J. Lawton, 45, Galat 
Barnard Castle. 

Bury.—Work to commence April 1 on erection of 
Central Stores buildings at Fairfield Gen. Hospit: 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.—RDC propose 20 houses 
Bamford. 

Cheshire.—EC approved in principle, acquisition 
of site at Manchester-rd., Tytherington, for proposed 
Tytherington sec. mod. éch. 

Corby. UDC preparing plans for aged people's 
dwellings at South-rd. Camp site. 

Coventry..-BL No. 9 (Radford) Branch propose 
new clubroom and institute at Catesby-rd.. Kad 
ford Architect, Mr. A. Parker.—PC Counci! of 
Stivichal]l Church propose jarge additions to churet 
£30,000 est. cost. Rev. T. Bland. 

Coventry.—Propose maternity and child 
centre and school medical clinic at 
Quantity S., J. Powell, 8, Queen’e-rd. 

Crewe.—T.C. nepeeres in principle new crema 
torium at cemeter 

Droitwich. RDC. propose 3X three-storey flats 
west side of Lower Estate-rd. at Wychbold. 

Garstang.— RDC propose 36 houses and six bunga 
ows for aged at Catterall. Bills of quantities being 
prepared. 

Gosforth.—UDC to negotiate price for erection 
Coronation bungatows. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—J. M. Black, Ltd... burders 
Glen-st.. Hebburn, to erect 16 houses on yacai 
sites in St. John’s-ave. 


welfare 
Broad-st 


Hexham.—RDC to build Counci] Chamber. Are! 
tects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Cellingwood-st., New 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Jarrow. —TC to erect 12 shops in Ormonde-st. ar 


B.E., H. W. T. Perkins. 

Leamington Spa.—BC propose block of flats 
Brunswick-st. site. 

Loftus.—L Auton, 32, Jesmeond-gdns Wes 
Hartlepool, architect for proposed conversion 
Waupley Home Farm into hotel for J. Gr: 
Scaling, Loftus. 

Manchester.—TC approved 72 flats at Grey Friars 
rd. and Altear-walk, Woodhouse Park and Moss 
Nook neighbourhood; 126 flats at Hillside estat 
Victoria-ave., Higher Blackley; 45 flats, nine houses 
and two cottage flats at Pee! ‘Hall neighbourhood 
considering erection of multi-storey flats at Heaton 
Park. 

Market Drayton.—UDC propose bus stn. and 
park at Towers Lawn, £14,000 est. cost. 

Middlesbrough.—It is hoped to obtain Lee 
shortly for erection of Jewish sch and yout 
centre in Park-rd. South. Architects, Kitching 4 
Co., 21, Albert-rd. 

Middilesbrough.—_TC asked MOW to discuss 
licence for rebuilding of Dickson & Benson’s stores 
destroyed by fire. Architects are Hetherington 4 
Wilson, County-chbrs., 52, Westgate-rd., Newcast 
on-Tyne. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to obtain fresh senders 
erection of 24 houses at Park End. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.-- City C to adapt premises 
Clayton-rd.. cost £15,000, as home for 47 old peop 
Plans by City A, G. pl 18, Cloth-market 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.--City (© approved scheme 
convert premises in Osborne-rd. into an art s 
ost £7,500, Plans by City A. G. Kenyon, 18, C\ 
market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City © recommended 
Hsg. Com. to erect three-storey flats at Longbent/ 
instead of multi-storey flats as turned down D 








} 


City C. New scheme involves building of 840 fla‘ 
City A. is G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 
Northailerton.—Former registrar's offices 


converted into sch. clinic, inf. and dental clin 
Cty. A., County Hall, Northallerton, 

Northumberland.—CC to extend child we 
centre at Gosforth. Plans by Cty. A.. County Ha 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Oldham.-—-BC considering erection of multi-st 
flats in town centre. 

ugh.—B.E., H. V. Overfield, prepa 
scheme for erection of 27 maisonettes, 29 flats, t 
oo and 12 four-persons’ houses at Man! 

ill. 

Sheffhietd.—250 acres site in Norfolk Park. es! 
accom. 2.000 flats, is subject of compulsory Pp 
chase order sought by Hsg. Com., will be of ¢ 
nulti-storey type. Area lies between East Ba! 
rd. Arbourthorne estate, and Spring-la. 

Shefheld.—TC approved type plans by City 
hiocks of two-sterey flats for erection at corn 
sites, and blocks of three-storey flate at Mar 
Park and Greenhill, Bradway estates.—TC to leas¢ 
site at Stradbroke-dr., Smelterwood-cres. sen” 
Smith’s : Tade aster Brewery Co., Ltd., for erection © 
hotel. and site at Harborough- -ave, to Duncan Gi! 

nore & Co., Ltd., for new licence premises. 

: Shrewsbury. —R. Woodvine & Son, Ltd., are erect 
ing new factory at Featherbed-la. and propose © 
tensions at future date. Architects, Wood, Gold 
straw and Yorath, Stoke-on-Trent. 


‘ 


t 











mom 


br 





hoo!ls 
Oldbur) 


dge | 


archites 


Se\ 


Kid 


m4 
ker! 


Deno 


+ Deno 


Deno 
Deno 


© Deno 


met 





ehobrs 
( 
tion 2: 
Wednes 
*Heale 


£1¢ 


& 


OPpic 


», B64 
Part 


£25 BEB 


W 


Barre 
a.nes 


£27,709 


H 
L 


Birm 


ill-rd 


aneas 


Blact 


















March 27 1953 


_-TC approved plans: 10 houses at Long- 
berg and’ Browning-1d., for W. Farley & 
Co. Lid, Reddish, and seven houses at The Cres: 
ent. Davenport, for J. H. Smith (Hale), Ltd., 
Heald-rd., seater seieaak vishie ilies tor 
Stoke-on-Trent.—I.C. a t 
ousing development at Longley-nd, and Heathcote- 
gg enn Seidteld. BC proved plans ;—Erection 
n A ap) i — - 
(gate at Lichfield-rd., for Lapley Properties, Ltd., 
«0. Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton; 12 houses at 
Bedford-rd., for Ashworth & Steward, Ltd., 276, 
Lichfieki-rd.; 52 houses at Worceeter-la. and Will- 
novrd., for Birmingham Dwellings, Ltd.; 67, 
Whitmore-rd., Birmingham; extensions at Water 
Ortwon-la., for Minworth Social Club; 135 houses at 
qshurst-rd., Eastleigh Croft and Walmley Ash-rd., 
for Franks, Ltd., 94, Solihullrd., Birmingham; 15 
‘ouses at Eastleigh Croft, for W. Vaughan, 269, 
Dawlish-rd., Birmingham; extensions to offices at 
Mere Green-rd., for Yote Mesatacterteg Co., Ltd. ; 
11 bungalows at Plant Brook-rd., for The Forward 
Midiand) Buildings; nine houses at Clarence-rd., 
for Horco, Ltd., Coleshill-st. : 
Washington (Durham).—UDC to build 45 houses 
by contract and 38 by direct labour. Plans by 8. 
“West Bromwich.—TC seek loan £13,512 for conver- 
sion of Shenstone Lodge as hoste) for children. 
West Hartlepool.—TC to erect 16 two-storey flats 
in Browning-ave.—Council approved proposals by 
Boro’ A., A. G, Sinclair, for erection of 12 two- 
storey flats in Stockton-rd.—Owton Manor Social 
Club to erect club premises on Owton Manor estate. 
Whitby.-RDC approved plans for alterations to 
Eskdale Hotel, Castleton, and additions to Whitby 
Golf Club. 
Whitchurch...UDC to negotiate contract for 44 
houses at Smal!lbrook-rd. site. 
Wores.—OCC approved sketch plans for following 
schools in 1963/4 programme :—Brandhall sec, mod., 
Oldbury, £136,000 est. cost; first instalment Stour- 
bridge Col. of Further Education, £132,000 est. cost, 
architect, F. Gibberd, 8, Percy-st., W1; Droitwich 
sec, mod., £101,000 est. cost; Birchen Coppice infs., 
Kidderminster, £39,000 est. cost. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

s Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart 
ments. 

Atherstone..Houses at Boot Hill site, Baddesley 
Ensor, for RDC. H. Jepson, A., Midland Bank- 
chbrs., Nuneaton. 18 houses, section 1: *E. Rooms, 
Coppice Corner, Dordon, £21,360. 32 houses, sec- 
tion 2: *A. Purshouse & Sons, Ltd., Rookery-t., 
Wednesfield, Staffs, £44,134. 14 houses, section 3: 
“Healey & Cope, 6, Red Deeps, Caldwell, Nuneaton, 
£16,864. 22 houses, sections 4 and 6: *D. A. Aucott 
& Partners, ‘* Walsden,” Witherley-rd., Atherstone, 
£25 BEB. 

Barrow.—Erection of cty. prim. sch. at South 
Walney, for EC: *3. Leck & Son (Barrow), Ltd., 
£27,709. 

Birmingham.—10-storey blocks of flats at Aston 
Hall-rd., for TC: *W. J. Whittali & Sons, Ltd., 
Lancaster-st., Birmingham. i i 

Blackpool.—Adaptations to Wennington Hall, for 
Fi “4. C. Thoms, Wheatfield-st., Lancaster, 
£28,410 

Biackpool.—40 houses and 28 flats at Grange Park 
estate extension, for BC: *R. Fielding & Sons, 
Ltd., Stanhope-rd. Works, packer. £85,564. ; 

Burnley.Additions to Holy Trinity C. of E. 
acho Leach, Rhodes & Walker, architects, 9, 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3. Lowest tender, Howarth 
Bros., Ltd., Bank-chbrs., Colne, Lancs, £9,331. 

Carlisle <8 houses for TC at Harraby: *Direct 
Labour, 97. 

Carlisle.—Erection of surface buildings at Long 

zy anhydrite mine at Lazonby, for the Carlisle 
Piaster & Cement Co., Ltd. Architect, J. Gordon 
Ryder, 36, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
‘John Kitchen, Lowther-st., Carlisle. 

Cartisle.—Erection of laboratory and office addi- 
‘ions for the Carlisle Plaster and Cement Co., Cock- 

es. Architects, Johnston & Wright, 13, Castle- 
Carlisle: *A. S. Nixon, Ltd., Lowther-st., 
Carlisle 

Carshalton.—70 flats at Barrow Hedges estate, 

r Ube. F. C. Otten, ARIBA, AMIMunE, archi- 
ect. ©. Needham, AMICE, MIMunE, E. & S. 
(juantities by E. C. Harris & Partners: *J. A. Tyle 
« Sons, Ltd., 25, Cheval-pl., SW7, £141,805. 

Chelsea.—Erection of 7 shops and 8 maisonettes 
n tae King’s-rd, frontage of the Cremorne estate, 

B.C.: *W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., High-t.. 
ngston, £43,918, as amended. (Subject to loan 
inction being obtained.) 

Chesterfield.Two houses and shops at Newbold 

vte, for BC: *A, Heath, Joinery Works, Old-rd., 
esterfield, £9,228. 

Coseley._8 houses, eight bungalows and four 

‘ps at Batmans Hill site, for UDC: *J. Webb, 

’ House-la., Coseley, £101,861. 

Coventry —Further block of 24 flats at Bell Green 

ighbourhood unit,-for TC: *A. R. Lane, Ltd, 

‘falgar-st., Coventry, £36,479. 

_ Crewe.—80 houses at Wistanton Green estate, for 

C: *"G. Blease & Co., Ltd.. Henry-st. Sawmills, 
Crewe, £109,423. 

Dariington.—Additions to X-ray department at 

arlington Memorial Hospital, for Newcastle-on- 
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Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd., “ Dunira,”’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastie-on-Tyne. P. H. Knighton, Board's Chief 
A.: *L. C. Abdak, Weir-st., Darlington, £4.39. 

Derhy.—<8 houses and 32 flats at Chaddesden 
Hak estate, for BC: *Direct Labour, £91,643 and 
£38,350; four shops and eight flats: *C. Hammers- 
ley, The Chase, Little Eaton, Horsley, £217,590. 

Durham.—<Alterations and additions to Walworth 
Castie residential sch., for OC. Cty. A., G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *R. Blackett & Sons, 
Lid., Bondgate, Darlington, £50,512 (in place of 
tender withdrawn). 

Ebbw Vale.—Thres shops and two flats at Cam- 
aem.. for UDC. J. L. Thomas, LRIBA, 


G. A. Brown (Builders), Ltd., Ebbw Vale . 
Horn Construction Co., Ltd., 128, Moorgate, 

London, EC2 ... et aia a at . 9350 
*F. Hann & Sons, Sherbourne House, Beau- 

fort-rd., Ebbw Vale ve am cg 

Felling.—76 houses near Fisherwell-rd., Pelaw, 
for UDC. R. Morton, ARICS, Chief Hsg. Officer, 
Housing Dept.: *William Leech (Builders), Ltd., 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Fleetwood.—108 houses at West View estate, for 
TC: *Brown & Jackson, Lid., Fleetwood. £155,676. 

Greenock.—Erection of block of five shops, four 
houses at Larkfield housing site. Robert L. Ran- 
kine, A., Master af Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., 
Wallace-sq., Greenock. Excavation, concrete, brick, 
building and allied works: *James T. Aitkenhead, 
Greenock, £8,693; plumbing, sanitary engineering 
and allied work: *John Pattison & Sons, Ltd., 
Paisley, £1,839. (Other contracts let.) 

Hackney.—Erection of 50 dwellings on the Somer- 
ford-gr. extensien site, for B.C.: TE. A. Roome & 
Co., Ltd., 7, Urswick-rd., Hackney, E.9, £111,267. 

Hackney.—Erection of 6 dwellings on the site of 
80, Warwick-gr. site, for BA.: “Direct labour, 
£19,425. 

Hatfield.—20 houses at Northaw, for RDC. J. 
Parker (A.), 82, Gt. North-rd., Hatfield. Quantities 
by Taylor & Smith :— 

F. W. Padwick, Finchley, N.3 ... . .. £32,655 
Dickinson & Clarke, Ltd., New Southgate, 


£9,946 


i oid oh ~ ye <a 32,129 
Cirele Construction Co., Ltd., Wembley, 
(Middlesex... na ee = MORES 8 7 
Cramb & Dean, Ltd., Hampstead _... 31,30 
Catchpole, Ltd., Potters Bar, Middlesex ... 30,4% 
*London & County Public Works, LAd., 3, 
Pymmes-par., Brookhill-rd., East Barnet 30,296 
Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of 80 houses on the 
Campbell Park No. 2 site: *Direct Labour, £101,078. 
Hebburn-6n-Tyne.—Erection: of 240 houses for 
UDC. The council architects are T. A. Page, Son 
& Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields: *Direct Labour. 
Holborn.—Erection of 30 flats on the Endsleigh- 
st. housing site, for B.C.: *Pitchers, Ltd., £73,134 
(after reductions). aa —_ wae 
Kidsgrove.—10 ag persons’ dwellings at Fifth- 
ave., for UDC: *J. & F. T. McEllin, Ltd., New-rd., 
Bignall End, Audley, Staffs, £13,676 : 
Lambeth.--Construction of 61 dwellings forming 
the third stage development of site No. 23, Benton’s- 
la.. for B.C.: *J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., £133,482. 
Lanarkshire.—Erection of 84 council houses at 
New Stevenston. Samuel MacColl (A.), architect, 
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County-clobrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West: “A. A. 
Stuart & Sens (Ghasgow), Ltd. Glasgow. 

Lindsey.—School at Ashby Priory4ta., Scunthorpe. 
for GC. Cty. A., Lincoln: *B. Pumfrey, Ltd, 
Gainsborong), £40,962. 
‘SLondon (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty. 

Chatham: Concrete cleanways, G. E. Wallis & 
Sons, Itd., Broadmead Works, Maidstone, Kent. 
Dontbristle; Office block, Colin Morris & Son, 7, 
Preston-cres., Inverkeithing. 

London Airport.—Erection of structure of 
passenger-handling bailding on the south-east face 
of the central terminal area at London Airport 
for the Ministry of Civij Aviation. Architect, 
Frederick Gibberd, FRIBA, MTPI; constructiona! 
engineers, Sir William Halcrow & Partners. 
*Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd 

London (British Raitways).—Contracis placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways :—Cleaning 
and painting of Peterborough (North) Station, 
Arundel (Contractors), Lid., 70, Harris-st., Brad- 
ford, Yorks. Cleaning and painting of station 
buildings, warehouses, signal boxes, signals and 
line work, etc., Sutton Bridge Station to Walpole, 
Sutton Bridge Station to Spalding, and Sutton 
Bridge Station to Wisbech, J. Arundel & Go. 
(Louth), Lid., Cornmarket, Louth, Lines. Cilean- 
ing and painting of station buildings, warehouses, 
signal boxes, signals and line work at Hilgay. 
Denver, Downham, Stow Bardoiph and Magdalen- 
rd. stations, J. Arundel & Co. (Louth), Ltd., Corn- 
market, Louth, Lines. Cleaning and painting of 
station buildings, warehouses, signa! boxes, signals 
and line work, South Lynn Station. J. Arundel | Go. 
(Louth), Lid., Cornmarket, Louth, Lines. Cleaning 
and painting of station buildings, warehouses, signa! 
boxes, signals and line work at Fordham and Soham 
stations, Arundel (Contractors), Lid.. 70, Harris-st., 
Bradford. Permanent-way blarketing and drainage 
work, reballasting and cleaning out drains, etc., at 
Abbots Ripton, Tersons, Lid., Dollis Park, Chureh 
End, Finchley, N.3. Permanent-way bianketing and 
drainage works between Colchester and Ardleigh, 
‘ersons, Ltd., Dollis Park, Church End, Finchley. 
N.3. Strengthening of retaining walls and track 
formation works on the Tottenham and Barking 
line at Walthamstow, Tersons, Ltd., Dollis Park 
Chureb End, Finchley, N.3. , 

. ndon ¢ 'W).—Contracts c y 7 
— week fee. March 7 pee te ae 

: ustoms & Excise, Prudentia!-bi 
Brook-st., E.C.1, Alterations to form new Calne 
sch., Clemens Bros., Ltd., 77, Derby-rd.. E.7. Ayr- 
shire: NAB. 43-49, John Finnie-st., Kilmarnock 
Alterations, Thos. Findlay & Sons, Mauchline, Ayr. 
shire. Derbyshire: MNI, Royal Hotel, Derby. 
Adaptations, Holmes & Sons, Ltd. Navigation 
Bridge, London-rd.. Derby. Hampshire: SRDE. 
Christchurch, Erection of barrack bieck, Wilson. 
Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 16, Grosvenor-cres., SW1. 
Midlothian : PO, McDonald-rd., Edinburgh, Erection 
of new section block building and boiler-house, 
Colin Macandrew & Partners, 11, West End-pi.. 
Edinburgh. Nottinghamshire: Rampton Hospital 
Alterations to block “ A,” H. Rouse & Sons, High- 
st., Mansfield Woodhouse, Notte. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended March 14. 

London : War Da e Commission, City Gate 
House, Finsbury-sq., E.C.2, internal re-decorations. 


Clark & Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old Town, S.W.4. Cumber- 
land: PQ. Garage, Durran Hill-rd., Carlisle, altera- 
uions and additions, Irwin & Sons (Bidre.), Lid 
178, Warwick-rd., Carlisle, Cumberland. Durham 
Barnard Castie, Harmire-rd., South of Bede Kirk, 
a <. telephone exchange, G. Stephenson 
(Builders’ Contractors), Ltd., Ch -st. ishop 
Auckland, Co. Durham. oe seanlinas 
Lancashire: Ministry of Transport, Hornby 
Boulevard, Litherland, erection of sea tr, 
store and boiler house, Jas. Tomkinson & Co.., a 
22, Roscommon-st., Liverpool, 5. Northumberland 
Medical Board (former Employment Exchange) 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-upen-Tyne, adaptations. 
James R. rford & Sons, Ltd.. 123, Jesmond>rd 
Newcastie-npon-Tyne. Surrey: P.O. Engineering 
Depot, Peasmarsh, Guildford, erection of Romney 
huts, H. W. Frampton & Co., Ltd., 75, North-st., 
Guildford. 

{London (War .).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended Mareh 14 :— 
‘ ree: oye ‘Ss. ion & Sons, Halli 
ax; ng a orating, ifred Bagnall 4 
Sons, fitd., Shipley. Warwickshire : Building work. 


in’ 
Pearce & Son, Birmingham. Shropshire: Misce!- 
laneous, Kelvin Construction Co., Greenford 
Ne Miscellaneous, Davies & Davies, 

Jardiff. 

Cornwall: Miscellaneous, Hobbs & Knight. Ltd., 
Lynstone. Hampshire: Painting, Arnold Sharrocks 
Ltd., Ash; building work, R. C. Radford, Farn- 
ham; conerete work, J. Burley & Sons, Lid 
Putney. Essex: Miscellaneous, Elliston Evans & 
Jackson, Lid. London; miscellaneous, W. H. 
Pickering & Son, Lid., Watford 

Macclesfield.—{1) 40 houses at Chester-rd. Poyn- 
ton; (2) 40 houses at Lane Ends, Sutton. H 
Chadwick, engineer, 19, King Edward-st. (1) 
*Williams, Charles-st., Stockport. (2) “Hugh Owen 
& Son, Stockport. 

Mansfield.—Aiterations at Beech Hill to form 
home for aged. for CC: *H. Baggaley, Ltd., Baume 
la.. Mansfield, £10,306. 

Middlesbrough.Prim. sch.. Ormesby-rd., for BC. 
Education A., P. R. Middleton, Dip. Arch., ARTBA. 
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Quantities by Turner & Ing, Darlington: *Leslie & 
s.. Ltd., 8, Woodland-rd., Darlington, £84,424 
Middesbrough.Erection of conveniences at 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM | 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 1 


London Region— 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘““EFEMBE, Holb, London”’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 

















THE BUILDER 


Albert Park, for TM Direct Labour (in place of 
contract withdrawn) 
Middiesbrough.—Kepairs and maintenance work 


at the Town Hal! and Municipal Bidgs., for CC. 
Quantity surveyors, Eric G. Lyde & Partners, 41, 
Russell-sq., London WCl. *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., 
Rugby, £10 

Middiesbrough.—Execti oy of 24 houses (Group 13) 
- Park End (first development), for TC: *T. Pear- 

m & Son, Stockton-on-Tees, £32,532. 

Middlesbrough. Erection of proposed Middle 
Beck No. 1 sec. sch. (680 pupils), for EC. P. R, 
Middiet Edo ation A. Builders: *Leshe & Co., 
Sestinnde ra Darlington, £164,569 (revised tender) 
Supply. fabrication and erection of hot rolled struc- 
iral steelwork "D rman Long & Co., Litd., Middies 
brough. Supply, fabrication and erection of cold 
rolled stru t aral steelwork *Brock house Engineer- 
ing. Lid., Southport, £11,600, 

Middlesbrough. -Provision of anima! house for 





me research work at Middlesbrough Gen 
Ho: tal, for Newcastie Reg. Hospital Brd.., 

Dun ta ’ Osborne-rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne: *E. T 
Sweeting & Son, Back Haymore-st., Middlesbrough 
£4,375. 


Middiesbrough.—FErection of 28 houses on the 
Park End site, for TC: *Hudson Bros., Fidler-st 
Middlesbrough, £37,568. 

Millom. Erection of new clinic for CC *Sheldon 
& Son, Millom, £10,862. 

Newark.—New cloakroom and assembly hall at 
Sconce Hill sec. mod. sch., for CC: *Foster & Sons 
Lid., Grantham, £41,740 

Newark.—384 dwellings at Hawton-rd. site, for TC 


BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend 
indeed 


PADDINGTON, W.2 








Boyle's -«‘rx.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel. : LADbreke 2879 


FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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*E. Cole men. aes 20, Diamond-ave., Eas 
Notts, £104 i 

Seonusieetian tisne:-“Beblatbibien of filtration 
plant at Walker Baths, for CC: *Beli 1 Bros. Ld 

Calder Ironworks, Denton, Manchester, £4552. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New fitting-out’ jet 
Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson & Go.’ «hi, 
yard, Walker-on-Tyne: *The Demolition & Co ship 
tion Co., 3, St. James- sq., London, SW1. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Extensions including a lava. 
tory block, est to cost £8,000, at Pandon Test Ho 
Newcast!e-on-Tyne. Arc hitects, “ae Near 68. 
Carliol House, Newcastle *Stephen Easten, Ltd 
Westgate Grange, Newcastle. 

Shefheild.—Frection of Hurlfield sec. girls’ sch.. for 
EC: *Direct Labour, £180,307. Supply and erection 
af steel framework and components: *Hills ( Weat 
Bromw ich), Ltd., £53,076. Erection of Beaver Hill 
sec. mixed sch.: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Lid., Sheffield 
£169,971. 

Shetheld...Six staff houses at Rauceby Hospita 
for Reg. Hospital Brd. : ee Foster & Sons, 4] 
Castle-gate, Grantham, £10! 

Southport.—Four houses 
S. Tasker, Southport, £6,7 776 

South Shields. Conversion ‘of ** Homeside 
nurses’ training sch., for Newcastle Reg. Ho 
Brd., ‘‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
P. H. Knighton, Board’s Chief A.: “Milton Swales 
Lid.. Imeary-st., South Shields. 

Stockton-on-Tees.— Erection of two classrooms a 
Hartburn sch., for EC. T. C. Hartley, Bors’ A 
28. The Square, Stockton: *L. Brown & Son, Boat 
house-la., Stockton-on-Tees. £4,394. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Houses for TC:—120 at Whitfield 
estate: *Cornes Construction. Ltd.. £176,484; 16 at 
Bentilee Farm estate, Bucknall *A. Hughes 
£26,306: 10 at Bentilee Farm estate, Buckna) 
‘W. H. Whitehurst, £14,180; 26 at Longley-rd 
Longton: *J. H. Broadhurst, Lid., £36,665. (All of 
Stoke-on-Trent.) 

Sunderiand.—Erection of 33 houses at Castletown 
for TC. Boro’ A., H. €. Bishop, Grange Hous 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *G. H. Plemper, Ltd 
St. Hilda’s Works, Sunderland, £42,496. 

Sunderiand.—Erection of 102 houses at Castlet 
for TC. Plans by Boro’ A.. H. C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd.. Sunderland: *Jd Prentice 
Leeds-st., Sunderland, £132,987. 

Washington.—Erection of 38 houses in Oxford 
ave.. for U.D.C. T. E. Crowe, S.; *Direct Labou 


£43,732 
West Hartlepool.- * Holmewood 


KATY, 


a 


PGiaildtord. rd., for TX 





Sonversion of 


Stockton-rd., into proposed reception centre, for Tt 


Boro’ A.. A. G. Sinclair: *T. M. Stonehouse, Lid 
Osborne-rd., West Hartlepool £11.613 

West Hartlepool.- -Erection of 16 flats on Raft 
House estate, for TC. *H. Ripley, West Hartlepoo 
£15,948 

Wigan.—100 houses at Worsley Nesnes neighbou 


hood_unit, for T.C.: *Direct_labour._ 





iat >)9,@) 144) 
SCAFFOLDING C eS 


SALES HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 
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Building Contractors 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office Works 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
x ENGINEERS 





CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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